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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 4
TH

 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7.30PM VIA ZOOM 
 

Present: Cllr. David Haley (Chair), Cllr. Chris Jones, Cllr. Jonathan Stowell, Cllr. Colin 

Alderman, Cllr. Jean King, Cllr. Ann Williams, Alexandra Molton (Clerk). 
 

Apologies: Cllr. Sue Bicker. 
 

Parishioners present: One. 
 

1. Welcome / Members present and apologies for absence. 

Cllr Haley welcomed Councillors to the Extra Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr. Bicker sent her apologies and these were accepted by the Council. 

The Council agreed to consider planning application 20/02479/HHD; Old Manor House School Lane Little 
Minster: Insertion of two new doors into the property at this meeting which was received after the agenda 
had been published and had a short timescale for responses. 

 

2. Declaration of interest in agenda items. 

Cllr. Stowell declared an interest as a neighbour of the Old Manor House and Chair of Trustees of Wash 
Meadow 

Cllr. Haley declared an interest as a member of the Methodist Church and Chair of the Minster Lovell Playing 
Field Trust. 

Cllr. Williams declared an interest as a volunteer for the Community Counts Project 

Cllr. Alderman declared an interest as a member of St Kenelm’s Church Parochial Church Council (PCC). 

 

3. Parishioner’s Public Participation (for questions and comments on agenda items). 

Mrs Doughty confirmed that she had joined the meeting to find out more about the prospect of s106 monies 
being used to fund trees along the boundary between Whitehall Close and Dovecote Park. 

 

4. To receive and discuss planning application 20/02479/HHD; Old Manor House School 
Lane Little Minster: Insertion of two new doors into the property. 

Cllr. Haley asked the Council if they had any comments to make on the proposed work. The Council 
RESOLVED not to comment on this planning application. 

 

5. Precept planning: to discuss and draft the Precept for 2021/22. 

a) To discuss and confirm an annual village maintenance budget. 

The Council discussed whether it should create an annual budget to fund materials for people in the village 
who carry out maintenance tasks voluntarily. The Council considered whether there should be a list of village 
maintenance jobs compiled, with residents able to offer to carry out these jobs for a fixed fee. Cllr. Jones 
suggested that the Council could consider forming an agreement with a contractor (such as Ubico) to carry out 
maintenance jobs in the village for a fixed annual fee. The Council agreed that this was a preferred option for 
the future. 

The RFO provided the Council with an up to date budget report before the meeting, to confirm spending 
against the budget set for this year. The Council considered how much has been spent for each code this 
year, up until the end of the second quarter (halfway point) of the financial year.  

Maintenance 

The Council agreed to keep the Maintenance budget the same as 2020-21 because spending is in line with 
budget. 
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S137 grants 

The Council considered the applications for a s137 grant which were received from village organisations this 
year: 

Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust (MLPFT) requested a grant of £950.00 for 2021-22. Mrs Doughty, Treasurer 
of MLPFT, explained that this was less than the amount that was requested last year because the Trust has 
reserves available and no large projects are planned this year. The Council RESOLVED to award this grant for 
2021-22. 

Trustees of Wash Meadow requested a grant of £2500.00 for 2021-22. Cllr. Stowell explained that the request 
for an increased figure from last year was a result of several factors: 

- The Trustees have received no income this year from the Sports and Social club, due to the Covid-19 
restrictions which mean that events cannot be held there. This has resulted in £3000.00 less in income 
than usual; 

- The Trustees are currently allowing the Sports and Social club a ‘holiday’ from rent payment because  
the club has not been able to generate any income this year; 

- Trustees need to fund trees being pulled from the River, which is expensive to carry out. 

As a result the Trustees are currently running down their reserves. The Council RESOLVED to award this 
grant for 2021-22. 

Cllr. King asked if St Kenelm’s Hall Management Committee had submitted a grant application for 2021-22. 
The RFO confirmed that they had not, however a letter had been received from the Committee asking for the 
Parish Council to consider contributing to the monthly cost of the internet facilities which have recently been 
installed at the Hall at a cost £25.00 per month. The Council considered this request and RESOLVED to 
award an annual grant of £300.00 in 2021-22 towards the cost of this. 

Clerk’s accounts 

After consideration of the current level of spending for this year, the Council RESOLVED to budget for the 
same amount for 2021-22, with the exception of the telephone allowance. The new contract for the Clerk 
which was recently agreed by the Council resolves that the Council will pay for the credit needed for the 
Clerk’s mobile phone. The Clerk confirmed that this currently costs £6.00 per month, which results in an 
annual spend of £72; the Council therefore RESOLVED to budget £80.00 for this in 2021-22. The Council 
noted that £156.60 has already been spent on postage this year, against a budget of £100, and resolved to 
monitor this through the rest of the year to ensure that an adequate amount had been budgeted in 2021-22. 
The Clerk confirmed that she has recently purchase a large number of stamps which should last until the end 
of the financial year. 

Regulatory 

The Council considered the annual spend in this section and the RFO confirmed that the Council is yet to pay 
the External Audit fees for this year. Therefore the Council RESOLVED to budget for the same amount for 
these costs in 2021-22. The RFO confirmed that the Council may be able to achieve savings in insurance in 
future years if it elects to remain with one supplier for a number of years (usually 3). 

ACTION: RFO to consider this when researching insurance providers in 2021-22. 

Other 

The Council considered the amount spent so far this year in this section.  

Mrs Doughty suggested that the Clerk should take up membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks, 
which provides support and advice to Clerks. The Council agreed that this was a useful addition to the current 
subscriptions which the Council is committed to and therefore RESOLVED to increase the budget for 
subscriptions in 2021-22 to £500.00 to reflect this extra expense.  

The Council asked for the RFO to remove the code for ‘Non-recurring spend’ and asked the RFO to ensure 
that spending for these purchases was captured in alternative categories. 

ACTION: RFO to remove this code from the cashbook for 2021-22. 

Projects and grants taken from other budgets 

The Council considered spending in these areas and asked the RFO to remove the category for Ripley 
Avenue Fun Day as these have not taken place for some years and the budget could be reinstated in the 
future if necessary. 

The Council discussed the upcoming lighting and maintenance costs of the agreed path through Ripley 
Avenue, which is likely to be installed in Spring 2020. The Council RESOLVED to budget £3000.00 for the 
costs of installing suitable lighting, and bike barriers, as well as maintenance costs of the path for 2021-22. 

ACTION: RFO to add this code into the budget for 2021-22. 

The Council discussed the £2,000 previously added into the budget to cover the cost of the Churchyard 
Extension Project and RESOLVED to remove this from the budget for 2021-22 because £40,000 has been 



 

 

 2020/85 

 

allocated for the whole project from the s106 funds which the Parish Council will receive as result of the 
building of Dovecote Park.  

ACTION: RFO to remove this from the budget for 2021-22. 

Cllr. King asked if the Council should allocate funding for a potential project to alter or replace St Kenelm’s 
Hall, following further discussions with the Diocese and PCC. The Council RESOLVED that funding should not 
be allocated for this project in 2021-22 as the future of the project is uncertain and therefore it is difficult to 
budget an appropriate amount for this. 

b) To discuss using part of the s106 funding to provide trees to residents on the boundary with 
Dovecote Park. 

Several residents have contacted the Clerk to ask the Council if it would be possible to use some of the s106 
monies to fund trees for the residents of Whitehall Close to plant in order to mitigate the effects of the new 
houses on existing residents. The Council discussed whether they would be prepared to award a grant to each 
household who would like to purchase trees to increase their privacy. The Council agreed that a one-off grant 
of £50.00 would be a suitable amount for residents to apply for should they wish to purchase a tree or shrub, if 
it is permissible to use s106 monies for this purpose.  

ACTION: Clerk to find out if it is possible to award a grant of £50.00 from s106 monies to each 
household who would like bushes/trees and update the Council at the November Council 
meeting. 

c) To discuss and confirm grant payments to St Kenelm's Churches and Minster Lovell Methodist 
Church. 

St Kenelm’s PCC submitted a s137 grant application of £2500.00 to cover the annual cost of maintaining the 
churchyard. The Council are aware that it is not possible to award s137 grants directly to religious 
organisations in the village and discussed whether the Parish Council could contract a company to carry out 
the work and pay for this directly, rather than awarding the grant to the PCC. The Clerk confirmed that the 
Council would then need to obtain 3 quotations for the work required and review these before awarding the 
contract. On this basis the Council RESOLVED to budget for an extra £2,500 in 2021-22 to fund the 
maintenance of the churchyard at St Kenelm’s Church. Cllr. Williams asked how often the grass here is cut 
and Cllr. Alderman confirmed that it takes place as and when needed.   

ACTION: Cllr. Alderman and RFO to put together a specification for the grass cutting which 
needs to take place in the churchyard and Clerk to add this to the Council’s tender for 2021-22. 

ACTION: Clerk to add a code for this into the Maintenance section of the budget for 2021-22. 

The Council also received a s137 grant application from Minster Lovell Methodist Church, which requested 
£1500.00 towards the running costs of the Community Counts project. Cllr. Williams confirmed that the project 
provides a range of activities for residents of the village, including IT training, and provides an opportunity for 
vital social interaction for older residents of the village. Although the project is currently housed at the 
Methodist Church, Cllr. Williams confirmed that the project has its own bank account and organising 
committee.  The Council RESOLVED to award the grant for £1500.00 for the Community Counts project. 

ACTION: RFO to alter the wording for the grant in the cashbook to ensure clarity about which 
organisation is receiving the funding. 

d) To discuss and confirm litter bin collection needs for the Village for 2021/22. 

The Council discussed whether the village needs extra bin collections during the summer months in the areas 
which are frequented by visitors (mainly the old Village). The Council agreed that this issue has been 
particularly urgent this year, partly due to the effects of Covid-19, but that every year bins in the Old Village are 
overflowing and need to be emptied more often. 

ACTION: Clerk to find out whether Ubico can do double collections in July/August of the two 
bins by the wall in Wash Meadow and the dog bin on the other side of the Meadow by the 
Ruins and find out how much this would cost.  

 

6. ‘Around the Village’ – Matters not covered by other agenda items that need addressing 
or noting. 

The Clerk has received a letter from a resident about a dog attack which took place in the Amenity Area. The 
resident asked the Council to consider either banning dogs from Ripley Avenue or investigating creating a 
bye-law to prevent dogs from being walked here without restrictions. 

The Council discussed the issue but did not feel that action could be taken on the basis of this one incident. 
Cllr. Alderman proposed not banning dogs from Ripley Avenue Amenity Area; seconded by Cllr. Stowell and 
agreed by all. The Council RESOLVED instead to strengthen signage to make it clear that dogs need to be 
kept on a lead in the Amenity Area. 

No Councillors were in favour of investigating the possibility of a bye-law.
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The Council discussed the previously agreed arrangements for Remembrance Service in the light of new 
Government advice which had been issued and RESOLVED that the event go ahead as previously planned. 

 

 

 

 
Signed:  

 Cllr. David Haley, Chairman 

 

 

 

 
 


