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Graham Kew’s
New Book is
selling fast!
Just £3.99.

Great for kids
to colour in

too! See p.12

Where quality and customer satisfaction count.
Family run business with over 30 years experience.

CONSERVATORY BLIND SPECIALISTS
Quality blinds, shutters and window
coverings, measured and fitted by experts

Roller, Vertical, Venetian, Woodslat,
Pleated, Cellular, Vision, Perfect Fit,
Panel and Roman Blinds; Curtains;
Shutters; Awnings and Canopies.
For a free, no obligation quotation,
please call:

01242 238030
Please note our old Oxfordshire
tel. numbers are no longer relevant.

email: info@bellasinteriors.co.uk
www.bellasinteriors.co.uk

Bella’s Interiors Limited
Blinds & Shutters
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Minster Lovell
Councillors: Mr David Haley (Chairman), Mr Colin Alderman, Mrs Sue Bicker,
Mr Chris Jones, Mrs Jean King, Ms Ann Williams & Mr Jonathan Stowell.
District Councillors: Miss Gill Hill & Mr Kieran Mullins.
County Councillor: Mr Liam Walker.

USEFUL NUMBERS:

Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks – Electricity Outages – 105
Report highway problems – www.fixmystreet.com
West Oxfordshire District Council, Main Reception – 01993 861000
Missed waste collection – 01993 861025
Thames Water – Leakline – 0800 714614

Minster Lovell Parish Council 

As summer draws to a close I hope you can still enjoy some scenic walks
and time outside in the golden autumn sunshine. With all the strangeness
and uncertainty of this year so far, it is always good to find solace in the
beauty of the natural world around us. 

Ripley Avenue 

The work to replace the broken football goals in the Amenity Area has now
taken place. Feedback from residents has been very positive and they 
certainly seem to have been well used over the summer holidays! Children
have also been enjoying using the ‘old’ BMX track over the summer and the
Parish Council will shortly be considering its future use. 

At the time of writing, the Parish Council has been unable to meet the
requirements put in place by the Government in order to open the play park
at Ripley Avenue. The recommendations are that the number of users of the
play park is monitored and regular cleaning takes place through the day to
keep equipment clean and all users safe. The Parish Council does not have
the capacity to safely manage the park in this way. The Council considers
the opening of the play park at each monthly meeting and will endeavour to
open it as soon as it safe to do. 

The Council has received several complaints from residents over the summer
holidays about young people in the village damaging equipment and behaving
in an anti-social way in Ripley Avenue Amenity Area. Please ensure that all
children are accompanied in the area, and remind young people of the
importance of treating the area and the equipment provided by the Parish
Council with respect.
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Parish Council
Parish Clerk: Alexandra Molton, 111 Walker Drive, Faringdon, 

Oxfordshire SN7 7FY
Email: info@minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk   Tel: 07712 705865.   
Website: www.minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council has asked our contractor to carry out the Autumn cut back
to the laurel bushes earlier this year. With the prolonged warm and then spells
of wet weather these have become rather tall in places! The tree on the
footpath between Ripley Avenue and Cotswold Close will also be trimmed at
the same time to ensure that the light is visible as the evenings get darker. 

Village maintenance

The Council has been liaising with West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC)
and our WODC Councillors regarding the issues with overflowing bins in
the village during the summer months. The Council has agreed to plan for
additional bin and dog litter bin collections in the village next summer when
the area is popular with walkers and holiday makers visiting the area. This
should help to alleviate the problem of bins overflowing and keep the village
clean and safe. The Council is also liaising with English Heritage regarding
bin provision at the Ruins, and hopes to negotiate further litter bin collections
and a recycle bin in the ruins next year. 

The Parish Council has now received the individual salt bags ready for
winter and these are now available for collection from the allotments (one
bag per household). All salt bins in the Village will be topped up by
Oxfordshire County Council. 

New Bus Timetable

New bus timetables for services 15, 19 and 233 have now been published and
came into effect from 1st September 2020. Copies of the timetables are avail-
able on the Parish Council website at https:/www.minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk/news.

Village Tree Survey

The bi-annual inspection of Council trees across the village has recently
taken place and the Parish Council will undertake any recommended works
detailed in the report.
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Road safety

The Parish Council has been contacted regarding parking on the corner of
Upper Crescent and Brize Norton Road, particularly on the corner outside 
of the Methodist Chapel. As there is such a tight bend here it is difficult to
see oncoming traffic when entering Upper Crescent when there are cars
parked too close to the corner. Please leave this area clear and make sure
that if you are parking on the street you park safely and considerately. The
Methodist Church has kindly agreed to put traffic cones in place to prevent
parking on the corner when services and church activities take place. 

Churchyard extension project

The Parish Council has been in discussion with Oxford Diocese regarding
the possibility of the Parish Council purchasing the land next to the current
churchyard at St Kenelm’s Church to extend the burial ground. At the August
meeting the Council agreed to begin the process of investigating the land
and exploring any issues which may arise during the project. The project
will be funded by s106 monies resulting from the new housing development
in the Village. 

Audit

The Parish Council has now received the annual Internal Audit report and
has sent the accounts to the external auditor for review. The results of the
audit will be published on the Council website when confirmed. Please
contact the Clerk if you would like to view the annual accounts for 2019-20. 

Future meeting dates:

In the current circumstances the Parish Council is carrying out monthly
meetings via Zoom, and at the September Council meeting the Council
agreed to continue in this way until at least the end of the year.
Please contact the Clerk if you would like access details for future meetings.
If face-to-face meetings are permitted, the Clerk will advertise this on the
Council website and the village noticeboards. 

• 19th October, 7.00 pm via Zoom. 

• 16th November, 7.00 pm via Zoom. 

• 21st December, 7.00 pm via Zoom. 

Also a reminder that all Extra Parish Council meetings, which can sometimes
be called at short notice, are advertised on our website and agendas will be
posted on the Village noticeboards.              

Alexandra Molton Parish Clerk
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Mac’s Garage
(Witney) Ltd.

Burford Road, Witney, Oxon OX29 0RB
Telephone 01993 772136 Fax 01993 700821

M.O.T. Testing

All Makes Service & Repairs
Vehicle Diagnostics

Air Conditioning

ACCIDENT REPAIR
CENTRE BODYWORK

R & J AUTOCARE
(ROD STRACHAN)

Insurance Work Undertaken
Car Body Refurbishing Specialists

Resprays
Valeting & Car Sales

Free Estimates

UNIT 1, CARTERTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
BLACK BOURTON RD,   Tel (01993) 845480
CARTERTON, OXON. Fax (01993) 775126

Email: macs.garage@utdsl.com

The Village News find extra copies if you need one in your local SPAR or the Post Office 

CCOOPPPPEERR  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN Mrs Sheila Maxwell, 2 The Limes (opp. Spar) in aid of Helen
& Douglas House. 01993 357497.  Help continue the good work done by Margaret Lawley.

T/A BRIZE SELF DRIVE

CAR & VAN HIRE
Cars, MPV,  
Vans, Minibus & Trucks
Hiring throughout Oxfordshire & Wiltshire
Local, Family run business - Open 7 Days

Witney - 01993 840433 • Carterton - 01993 843999
Mobile - 07889 798909            www.jsvehiclerental.co.uk
info@jsvehiclerental.co.uk       Ventura Park, Broadshires Way, Carterton, Oxford OX18 1AD

D I G
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So  don’t  forget, we DELIVER FREE of charge to Minster Lovell and
the surrounding area - Call  us  on: WITNEY (01993) 703714
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MINSTER LOVELL METHODIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Fred Ireland

The Manse, 25 Berryfield Way, Carterton OX18 1GS
Tel: 01993 867301 email: Ireland.fred@gmail.com

Lay Pastoral Worker: Mrs Dawn Haley
85 Brize Norton Rd. Minster Lovell. Tel: 775675

email: dawn.haley8@gmail.com
We are there for you, and welcome you to join us when

ever you are able to.
Sunday worship 11.00 am.  There is a prayer box in the porch for your confidential prayer requests.
For confidential listening support, or if you are lonely and would just like someone to visit, tel: 01993 775675

Wishing all the new residents to the village much happiness in the village.
Since opening (after the Pandemic Shut down) on Sunday July we have held
weekly services with all the Covid rules in place. It is not quite the same without
the singing, having our faces covered and not being able to hug or shake a
sanitised hand, but it is great to meet up and to worship. 

We are pleased that the fleur-de-lys is back in its rightful place on top of the
building. And we look forward to getting our new Notice Board which was 
scheduled for the end of September (just as this Village News issue is published).

Unfortunately, the Harvest Supper had to be cancelled, but we still held our
Harvest Thanksgiving service, and take this opportunity to thank to all who took
part in the service also for the donations toward Church funds.

Produce donated for the harvest that was not taken on the day will be going to
the Witney Food Bank. 

The Christmas Bazaar is planned for November 28th at 2.00pm in the Village
Hall. Currently we are considering all the possibilities, such as just having the
very popular Christmas stall, with a safe way to run a Tombola, but we must wait
to see what the situation is nearer the time. 

• Please check the Notice Board for Information  •

Sunday November 29th is the first Sunday in Advent and as always, we will be
lighting the first Advent Candle.

We read in the papers that Christmas is cancelled this year. Possibly family
gatherings and secular events will be sadly disrupted if not cancelled but it is the
time we Celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ and that we will do.

Everyone is Welcome to all our services and other events

COMMUNITY COUNTS
methodistcommunityproject@gmail.com

Refreshment, and time to chat at every event.

We are still not sure when we will be able to open again for Community Counts
due to all the implications with distancing and supplying refreshments,

but as soon as we can open, we will.     Dawn Haley

Fishing in Minster Lovell To fish at Wash Meadow is available only to residents of Minster Lovell and who must hold
a permit. If you wish to obtain a permit contact the Fishing Bailiff – Mr Paul Woodley in the village on 01993 704137

Covid-19 Please CHECK with advertisers FIRST if current situation unclear. 

DON’T LIGHT IT UP! If either 30 mph signs on Brize Norton Rd lights up, you’re exceeding the limit.
Slow up, don’t continue to keep it LIT (like so many do lately). One is near the SCHOOL! Like picking
up dog poo, it’s not hard!  I’m not known for driving slow cars, but if I can keep it unlit, so can you!
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Parish Priest: The Revd Toby Wright, The Rectory, Station Lane, Witney, Oxon
ALL SUNDAY SERVICES ARE AT 9.15 AM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Please email the Witney Parish for information on Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals

St Kenelm’s is at last able to open (on a restricted basis to allow for the recommended 72 hour
gap between openings) for normal services and visits. The current opening schedule for into the
New Year is as follows (particular days have also been reserved for funerals):
Sunday Eucharists will be held at 9.15 on 11th and 25th October, 8th and 22nd November,
6th December, 3rd January. Midweek Eucharists will take place at 11.00 am on 21st October,
18th November, 16th December. Arrangement for services at Christmas have not yet been finalised.
The church will be open to people wishing to visit between 11.00am and 1.00pm on 3rd, 7th,
17th, 31st October, 4th, 14th, 28th November, 2nd, 12th, 20th, 30th December, and 9th January.
Given social distancing requirements, the Church can only accommodate a around 20 people;
seating places have been marked and some pews blocked off. Because of the limit on numbers
for services, if you are not a member of our regular congregation and would like to come to a
Sunday service, we would ask you to book a place by ringing Michelle at the Witney Benefice
Office (01993 779492) – we would, of course, love to welcome you. The services will be shorter
than usual, lasting about half an hour with no sermon and no congregational singing.  Only the
bread will be shared at communion.

Anyone coming into the church for a service or a visit should sanitise their hands on entry and
exit (sanitiser will be provided), wear a mask while in the church and observe social distancing
when moving around the building.  Welcomers will be on hand to help, for instance with Track
and Trace procedures.

If you would like to be involved in keeping the church open over the next months, perhaps by
doing some cleaning or by being a welcomer, please contact me or one of the Churchwardens.

Finally, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place in the church, assuming (perhaps
unwisely) that we are by then under a no more restrictive regulatory regime, on Sunday October
25th at 9.45 following the 9.15 service.   All good wishes for these difficult times

Hugh White, Team Vicar. hugh@witneyparish.org.uk, 01869 347889: Churchwardens: Kirsty
Strange, kirsty@witneyparish.org.uk; Judith Warwick, judithwarwick@outlook.com 

A CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ
* see over page for details
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A CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ FANTASTIC PRIZES
INCLUDING A MARKS & SPENCER HAMPER

TO ENTER: COLLECT A QUIZ SHEET FROM POST OFFICE
£2.00 Entry Fee - Proceeds to PLAYGROUP

QUIZ WILL RUN IN NOVEMBER, LAST ENTRY 30th NOVEMBER
WINNERS ANNOUNCED MID DECEMBER 2020

British Legion Poppy Appeal The British Legion made the decision at
the beginning of summer that they would not allow any house to house collections
this year. The current decision is that poppies will be available only from supermarkets
with the donation being added to your shopping bill and then passed onto the legion.
At the time of writing, as there is no supermarket in the village, they have allowed me to have
static points in the Spar and The White Hart, although of course this is subject to change. Thanks
to all the other local businesses and the house to house collectors who have supported the cam-
paign in the past. Hopefully all will be back to normal next year!  Wendy Atkinson Tel: 776059

GRAHAM KEW PICTURE FRAMING
130 Burford Road, Minster Lovell, OX29 ORB

We are open during our usual hours.
Covid Safe measures in place:

Mon–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat 9am–1pm. 
Graham has just released a NEW BOOK
on Minster Lovell; a 32 page, A4 story

book containing stories, poems and
legends with 15 beautiful colouring

panels to complete. Ilustrated by Roger Coggins

Now available at both the Post Office
and the Spar Shop @ £3.99

01993 775262 or e-mail grahamkewprints@gmail.com

Minster Lovell History Club – ‘invite’
Although we are still unable to hold any meetings at present, you are
invited on an ‘individual basis’ to call in to the Graham Kew Picture
Framing shop to see Josie Buckingham’s wonderful Doll’s House.  
It’s a scale model of ‘Happy Days’ – a Charterville Cottage on the 

Burford Road, made for her over 30 years ago as a surprise. 
It’s very detailed and beautifully fitted out – a piece of history!

01993 775262 or email grahamkewprints@gmail.com
Graham Kew Chairman
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POST OFFICE & STORES
MINSTER LOVELL TEL 01993 775355

68 BRIZE NORTON ROAD • MINSTER LOVELL • OX29 0SG

Off Licence • Village Postcards  • Greeting Cards
MON–SAT 9.00am – 9.00pm • SUN 10.00am – 9.00pm

PHOTO BOOTH

PRE-ORDER TRAVEL MONEY • ON DEMAND TRAVEL MONEY • EUROS
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSING    •   TRAVEL INSURANCE REFERRAL   

LARGE FREE CAR PARK • Graham Kew’s new book is instore now!

WE CAN RECHARGE ELECTRIC KEY & GAS QUANTUM CARDS
LINK CASH POINT MACHINE ALSO AVAILABLE

PERSONAL
BANKING

Access YOUR
High Street

Bank
Account

HERE!
The Health

Lottery

ST KENELM’S HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

HIRE OF HALL – tel 01993 775567
£10 p/hr before 6.00pm £15 p/hr after 6.00pm

contact Secretary: Mrs Cynthia Diver

AgeUK Oxfordshire
Contact: Sian Whitlock 07827 235448

WASP Windrush Against Sewage Pollution

WITNEY MUSIC SOCIETY 01993 702296

MINSTER LOVELL VILLAGE TRUST
The Trust exists to manage the sale of the Village Guide books.
All profits are available to local voluntary organisations for any

projects being planned. For further advice or if we can
contribute towards a project for your organisation

please send your application to our new Secretary

Mrs Sue Thomas suethomas120752@gmail.com
Christine Donohue (Chair)

Advertise in the VILLAGE NEWS

email: jnigel26@googlemail.com

NOTE! Some Libraries have now 
re-opened - CHECK Oxfordshire County
Council website for full lists and times.
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G. HILL & SONS Ltd
Road construction & surfacing,
driveway & forecourt surfacing.

FREE ESTIMATES

Approved contractors to
local authority

Tel: 01993 775568
Fax: 01993 778848

Mobile: 07860 531958/07860 386352
Email: gordonhill.sons@btopenworld.com

www.ghillandsons.co.uk

MINSTER LOVELL FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW
Fingers crossed we hope to hold the Flower Show next year which should
take place on Saturday 14 August 2021.
The AGM hopefully will take place sometime in March. Date to be TBA.
What a glorious autumn we are having – the gardens still looking stunning. 
Hints and Tips
1. Start thinking about taking cuttings from Penstemon, Rosemary, Fuchsia,
1. Forsythia, Weigela, Hydrangeas and many more.  
2. Sow your autumn onion sets.
1. Try planting bulbs in tubs/pots where you have shrubs/roses growing.
1. They will give a splash of colour before your shrubs/roses come into bloom.

Categories for 2021
Photography 1. Wheels  2. Early morning  3. Reflections  4. Family 
Craft 1. Cushion 2. Knitting/Crochet 3. Decorated coat-hanger 4. Painting any medium
It was so nice for the four of us to get together in the garden (at a safe 
distance) to have a cup of tea and a piece of cake to discuss this article.
Happy gardening & keep safe and well Anne, Judy, Margaret and Rosemary.

BAG IT!
BIN IT!
It is NOT
difficult!

‘Village News’ ONLINE in colour - go to the
Parish Council website (p.5), underneath
‘Information’, click ‘News’, scroll down
from Bus Times, Salt Cross Garden Village
to the ‘Village News’ pdf’s at the foot.



MINSTER LOVELL

Come and see our brand new, refurbished store.

Services Include: Lottery  • Paypoint  • ATM  • Calor Gas

Dry Cleaning • Collect Plus • Off Licence • Country Choice

Costa Coffee  • Fresh Fruit & Veg  • Fresh Meat

Instore Bakery  • Newspaper Delivery  • Frozen Foods

Cards & Stationery  • Graham Kew’s new book is instore now!

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday – 6am until 8:30pm

Saturday – 6am until 7:30pm  • Sunday – 7am until 8pm

Find us on Facebook: SparMinsterLovell 
Tel: (01993) 775402  –  Fax: (01993) 775402

email: sparminsterlovell@gmail.com



NEED A
SKIP?

01993 775571
Skip to

B&E

AALLLL SSKKIIPP SSIIZZEESSAAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

for your
Skip-Hire

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor, nor anyone connected with the production of the Village News.
The editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit where and if necessary. ALL matter is printed in good faith.

DEADLINE DEC/JAN Village News 20th NOV email jnigel26@googlemail.com

Village News delivered FREE to all households/businesses in the village, where possible. Copies
available in Spar, Post Office, the Swan, and Graham Kew’s shop (Burford Rd near Mac’s Garage).

Available outside village eg: Witney One Stop Shop, Witney Library, Carterton Library, etc.


