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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 6

TH
 FEBRUARY 2020 AT MINSTER LOVELL METHODIST 

CHURCH, BRIZE NORTON ROAD AT 7.30PM. 
 

 

1. Welcome / Members present and apologies for absence. 

Present: Cllr. Haley (Chair), Cllr. Bicker, Cllr. King, Cllr. Alderman, Cllr. Williams, Alexandra Molton (Clerk). 
Apologies: Cllr. Jones and Cllr. Stowell. 

9 parishioners were present. 

Cllr. Stowell and Cllr. Jones had sent through their thoughts about a new village hall in advance of the meeting 
as they were unable to attend. Cllr. Haley referred to this at the beginning of the meeting to ensure that Cllr. 
Stowell and Cllr. Jones’ views were represented in their absence.  

 

2. Declaration of interest in agenda items. 

Cllr. Haley declared an interest as Chairman of Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust (MLPFT) which controls the 
land behind St Kenelm’s Hall main building.  

 

3. Parishioner’s Public Participation (for questions and and comments on agenda items). 

Cllr. Bicker asked for clarification on the status and remit of the MLPFT. Cllr. Haley confirmed that it is a 
registered charity with 4 trustees. The Trust is responsible for the land on which the current kitchen of St 
Kenelm’s Hall stands and all of the other land to the rear of the Hall. The trust deed states that the land shall 
be used for recreational purposes, particularly for children.  

Cllr. Williams also asked for clarification of the official title of St Kenelm’s Hall as it is referred to as both Village 
Hall and Church Hall. Cllr. Haley stated that it is understood that the Diocese owns the land where the current 
Hall stands and it is operated as such. It is run by a management committee which reports to the Parochial 
Church Council. 

 

4. To discuss using S106 monies towards a new or refurbished Village hall. 

Cllr. Haley confirmed that this is an investigative meeting to discuss whether the Council continues to progress 
the use £300,000 which has been assigned in the S106 monies towards a new or refurbished Village Hall. 

Cllr. King proposed that another positive way to spend the money would be to revamp the Ripley Avenue Play 
Park and asked that the Council get some quotations to find out how much it would cost to replace this. Cllr. 
Williams seconded this proposal and it was agreed unanimously. The Parish Council already have £69,000 
assigned in the S106 monies towards replacing the play park, plus savings of around £19,000. 

Cllr. Bicker proposed allocating the £300,000 to a new village hall or renovations to the current St Kenelm’s 
Hall; seconded by Cllr. King and agreed unanimously. 

Cllr. King proposed finding out about the potential cost of a brand new Village Hall to have a comparison. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact other local villages who have recently built new halls to find out 
costs. 

Councillors discussed the possibilities of using grants to help to fund renovation work to the current St. 
Kenelm’s Hall if it was possible to negotiate with the Diocese, Parochial Church Council and MLPFT to enable 
this to happen. Cllr. Alderman suggested that it is not possible to raise funds in this way against the current 
Hall as it is related to the Church and grants are not usually available for Church owned property. 

Cllr. Alderman asked Cllr. Haley whether the MLPFT would be likely to allow the Council to buy a strip of land 
behind the current St Kenelm’s Hall to extend the building to provide extra meeting space. Cllr. Haley 
suggested that if MLPFT agreed to sell this land to the Council they would be likely to insist that this space is 
made available elsewhere in the village.



 
 

 2020/09 

 

Suggestions have been put forward of other pieces of land in the Village which it might be possible for the 
Council to pursue a new or refurbished Village Hall, for example the land around the Scout Hut and the car 
park at the White Hart. 

Cllr. Haley proposed asking questions to find out about whether the land where the Scout Hut is currently 
located could be a possible location for a new Village Hall; seconded by Cllr. Bicker and agreed unanimously. 

Cllr. Williams questioned whether the Council might purchase the Methodist Hall extension and proposed this 
as a potential site for a new Hall due to its central location in the Village; seconded by Cllr. Bicker and agreed 
unanimously. 

Cllr. Bicker proposed setting up a working group to consider the options available to the Council; seconded by 
Cllr King and agreed unanimously. Cllr. Haley confirmed that the working group would progress the proposal 
to consider options for a new or refurbished Village Hall and make recommendations to the Council for 
decision.  

Cllr. Alderman proposed Cllr. Stowell as Chair of the working group. This proposal was not seconded. 

Cllr. Williams asked Cllr. Haley if he would join the working group and he confirmed that he would be a 
member of the working group but felt it would be a conflict of interest to Chair the working group because he is 
the current Chair of MLPFT. 

Cllr. Bicker proposed Cllr. King as Chair of the working group; seconded by Cllr. Williams, The proposal was 
carried with 3 votes in favour and 1 against.  

Cllr. Williams proposed Cllr. Stowell be asked to join the working group; seconded by Cllr. Bicker and agreed 
unanimously. 

Cllr. King proposed Cllr. Jones to join the working group; seconded by Cllr. Bicker and agreed unanimously. 

Cllr. Williams proposed Cllr. Haley to join the working group; seconded by Cllr. Alderman and and agreed 
unanimously. 

Cllr. Bicker proposed Cllr. Williams to join the working group; seconded by Cllr. King and and agreed 
unanimously. 

Cllr. Williams proposed Cllr. Alderman to join the working group; seconded by Cllr. King and and agreed 
unanimously. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Councillors to arrange a meeting date for the working group and set 
out the Terms of Reference. 

Cllr. Haley proposed a formal meeting with the Diocese (David Mason) to discuss St Kenelm’s Hall and the 
possibility of moving forward with this; seconded by Cllr. King and agreed unanimously. 

Mrs. Balmer confirmed that the Trustees are the current Vicar and both church wardens.  

ACTION: Clerk to contact these individuals to invite them to attend the meeting with the 
Diocese. 

Cllr. Williams asked if the Clerk could arrange for some formal quotations on the work proposed by Cllr. 
Stowell to the current St Kenelm’s Hall to give an understanding of costs for renovation work. Cllr. Haley 
suggested that Cllr. Stowell may have a contact that had helped to draw up the ideas that Cllr. Stowell had 
circulated to the Council in advance of the meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Stowell for details of his contact who could give estimates 
on potential work to the current hall and building a new hall. 

Councillors agreed that it was necessary to speak with the the village organisations who may be involved in a 
new Village Hall or renovations to the current St Kenelm’s Hall to confirm the plans and discussions of the 
Parish Council and asking for their feedback on these ideas. 

ACTION: Clerk to write to the MLPFT setting out formally the possible plans of the Parish 
Council. 

ACTION: Clerk to find out who owns the land where the current Scout Hut is located, how 
they are currently using the land and whether there would be any possibility of locating a new 
or refurbished Village Hall on this site. 
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ACTION: Clerk to write to the Secretary of the Methodist Church setting out formally the 
possible plans of the Parish Council and asking if there was any potential to explore ideas 
with the Methodist Church Council.  

Mr Feilden suggested it might be possible to get further funds from the S106 monies as the NPPF rules 
changed in August 2018. 

ACTION: Clerk to look into this and check the figures again. 

Mr Feilden asked if it would be possible to move the tennis courts from their current location to Wash Meadow, 
move the current Hall to where the current tennis courts are located and make the front part the parking area, 
with possible electric car charging points to earn revenue. Councillors confirmed that this suggestion had been 
discussed at a previous Parish Council meeting. Mr Feilden asked when the Council are likely to receive the 
S106 monies and Cllr. Haley confirmed that upon occupation of the 75

th
 dwelling this will start to be released. 

Cllr. Williams asked how long the Council has to spend the S106 monies. 

ACTION: Clerk to check the timeframe within which the S106 monies need to be spent once 
released to the Council and confirm to Councillors. 

 

5. ‘Around the Village’ – matters not covered by other agenda items that need addressing 
or noting. 

Cllr. King reported that the brambles and laurel bushes in Ripley Avenue have been cleared by McCrackens, 
who did an excellent job. 

Mrs Balmer asked if the Council could remove the fencing outside of the Spar Shop to allow residents to see 
both sides of the noticeboard. The Clerk confirmed that Cllr. Stowell had agreed to reduce the length of the 
barrier to give access to both sides. 

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Stowell.  

Councillors also agreed to allow access to Village organisations to one side of the noticeboards for their 
promotional material. 

Residents confirmed that the footpath on School Hill is still very muddy and covered with compacted leaves. 
The trees on the side of the road into Little Minster also need to be trimmed back to allow vehicles space to 
pass each other. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact OCC regarding the muddy footpath and ask them to attend to clear 
this as soon as possible. Clerk to also report that the bushes on the road down to Little 
Minster need to be trimmed. 

Cllr. Bicker reported that the trees and bushes leaning into the footpath on School Hill have not been moved. 

ACTION: Clerk to write to the owners of Hillside again and ask them to move these trees. 

Cllr. Alderman reported litter on the entrance to the village into Old Minster and Cllr. Haley reported litter and a 
broken gate on the old A40 which need attention. 

ACTION: Clerk to report these issues to OCC. 

It was reported that the Jubilee bench in the Village is looking weathered and needs painting. 

ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotations for this work and provide to the March meeting for 
Councillors to consider. 

 

 

 
Signed:  

 Cllr. David Haley, Chair 
 

 


