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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2019 AT ST KENELMS HALL AT 8.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllr. Haley, Cllr. Stowell, Cllr. Bicker, Cllr. Alderman, Cllr. King, Cllr. Williams, Alexandra Molton 
(Clerk). 
 
Parishioners present: 8 
 

1. Welcome / Members present and apologies for absence. 

Cllr. Haley welcomed Councillors and Parishioners to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Mullins, Cllr. Walker and Cllr. Hill. 

 

2. Declaration of interest in agenda items. 

Cllr. Haley asked for Councillors to declare these as these become apparent. None were declared at this point 
in the meeting.  

 

3. Parishioner’s Public Participation (for questions and comments on agenda items). 

Mr Cridland asked whether the Council have had an update from solicitors on item 9b) Path through Ripley 
Avenue Amenity Area. Cllr. Haley confirmed that this will be discussed at the relevant point in the meeting. 

 

4. To receive the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 15
th

 March 2019.  
Cllr. Stowell proposed accepting the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. 
Alderman and three voted in favour, with abstentions from Cllr. Williams, Cllr. King and Cllr. Bicker who were 
not present at the meeting. 

 

5. To receive the Minutes of the Extra Parish Council Meeting dated 5
th

 April  

Cllr. Bicker proposed accepting the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting; Cllr. Williams 
seconded and all voted in favour. 

 
6. To receive an update from District Councillor Gill Hill.  

This was covered in the previous Annual Parish Meeting of the Council. 

 

7. To receive an update from District Councillor Kieran Mullins.  

This was covered in the previous Annual Parish Meeting of the Council. 

 

8. To receive an update from County Councillor Liam Walker.  
This was covered in the previous Annual Parish Meeting of the Council. 

  
9. To review planning applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements*  

a) To receive and review planning application: 19/00999/LBC and 19/01001/HHD); Corner 
House, 25 Upper Crescent, Minster Lovell: Alterations and erection of single storey rear 
extensions.  

The Council assessed the application and did not have any comments.
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b) Update on path through Ripley Avenue Amenity Area  
Cllr. Haley confirmed that the Council has sought legal opinion on the covenant for the Ripley Avenue. The 
Clerk contacted Lee Chadwick, who had previously given advice on the details of the covenant to the previous 
Clerk and Cllr. Mullins has also spoken with legal professionals at West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC). 
Both confirmed that according to their reading of the covenant, the Parish Council would be able to allow 
construction of a path to connect the new housing estate with the rest of the Village. There are specific areas 
on the map of the Amenity Area which clearly indicate areas where the Parish Council would not be able to 
build a permanent structure or permit one to be erected. 
Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Stowell and the Clerk had met at Ripley Avenue and have proposed two possible routes for a 
path; either directly next to the existing laurel bushes or a metre of so away from the hedge. Both routes run 
straight down to the pavement on Ripley Avenue. Cllr. Haley asked for an update on the path and whether the 
Councillors had met with the Developers. Cllr. Stowell confirmed that the next step would be to organise a 
meeting with the Developers to discuss this further. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Bovis directly to organise a meeting to discuss this further. 
 
Cllr. Stowell provided an update on planning application 18/03473/RES following the Lowlands Planning 
Committee meeting today. The committee congratulated the Parish Council on their work in respect of the 
planning application, commented on the proposed different land levels of the development as opposed to the 
land adjacent to it and acknowledged that the development had not been particularly popular with the Village, 
especially in relation to the houses on the Eastern boundary. As a result the Lowlands Planning Committee 
unanimously agreed to defer the application. Some ideas were put forward about how the issues on the 
Eastern boundary might be addressed. The developers will now need to meet with the Parish Council to 
discuss amended proposals. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Phil Shaw to try to establish a meeting between Bovis, WODC 
Planning Officers and the Parish Council. 

Mrs Donohue asked if the Planning Committee had invited a particular group of people to be part of the 
meeting. Cllr. Stowell confirmed that they deferred the application and did not stipulate attendees to propose 
alterations. Cllr. Bicker asked if the residents along the Eastern boundary should write to the planning 
department again. Cllr. Haley suggested it would be better to make a decision about this following the 
outcomes of the meeting with the Developers. 

Cllr. Stowell also confirmed that the application for an annexe at Old Manor Farm was approved at the 
Lowlands Planning Committee meeting. 

c) New Premises Licence Application: W/19/00281/PRMA; White Hart Inn, Burford Road, 
Minster Lovell. 

Cllr. Haley summarised the details of the licence application. 

Cllr. Stowell asked the Clerk to circulate the details of the application and the current licence to allow 
Councillors to compare the two and comment. Cllr. Williams proposed that the Council respond with a strong 
objection to the licence; Cllr. King seconded and all voted in favour. 

ACTION: Clerk to circulate information ASAP with comments needed by the end of the week, 
ready to be submitted by the deadline of 24

th
 April. 

Cllr. Haley summarised to the Council a letter he had received from Mrs Stuart regarding her family who are 
currently living in Witney and would like to apply for the Cottsway Housing Association properties on the new 
housing estate.  

ACTION: Clerk to draft a response and send to Cllr. Haley for approval. 

 

10. Monthly dog fouling report.  

Mrs Holloway provided a report on this for April; six deposits were found and one, which was sprayed, was 
then later picked up. 

 

11. Allotments report.  

Cllr. Bicker did not provide a report for this month. Cllr. Williams plans to attend the allotments with Cllr. Bicker 
next time so that she is able help with this in the future if Cllr. Bicker is unable to provide a report.
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12. Ripley Avenue Amenity Area maintenance contract.  

The Clerk tried to meet with the contractor but this needs to be re-organised as he was unable to attend at the 
last minute. Councillors had not received a copy of the current contract to consider before the meeting. Cllr. 
Williams confirmed that the leylandii tree between Cotswold Close and Ripley Avenue needs to be added to 
the specification. 

ACTION: Clerk to add leylandii tree to the contract for the next two years. 

ACTION: Clerk to send the details of the specification for Councillors to comment. 

 

13. Weedkilling: decision to be taken on contractor.  

Cllr. Haley asked Councillors to consider the quotes provided: McCrackens (£260.00 plus VAT), Ubico 
(£199.72 plus VAT) and Hickman Landscapes (£1800.00 plus VAT). Cllr. Williams proposed awarding the 
contract to Ubico as they have been swift to address any previous issues raised by the Council; seconded by 
Cllr. Stowell and all voted in favour. 

Cllr. Alderman asked for a copy of the weedkilling maps so that he can assess the areas these cover in the 
Old Village. 

ACTION: Clerk to send Cllr. Alderman a copy of the weedkilling maps. 

Cllr. Haley confirmed that there are grass cutting maps for the whole Village and asked the Clerk to source 
these. 

ACTION: Clerk to find grass cutting maps in the Council records. 

 

14. Matters and actions arising from the previous meeting which are not covered by other 
agenda items:  

a) To review Action Log.  

The Clerk confirmed that she has checked whether the Council need to carry out an annual inspection of its 
trees. This is not a statutory requirement; the Council need to ensure that all trees are assessed regularly and 
deal with any issues as they arise to ensure that the trees are safe. Boward Tree Inspections advised a bi-
annual inspection of all the Council-owned trees in the Village. Cllr. King proposed carrying out inspections of 
the Council trees every two years; seconded by Cllr. Williams and all voted in favour. The Parish Council have 
carried out all previous recommended works to trees in the Village which were inspected last year. 

b) To receive Ripley Avenue play park inspection.  
Cllr. King confirmed that the string on the goalpost at the western end of the Amenity Area has been burnt. Mr 
King will assess and report back to the Council with more information. 
A heavy, sticky substance was put onto the slide and swings at the park and Mr King has cleaned this off. Cllr. 
Williams suggested adding details of this into the next edition of the Village News to remind children to respect 
the park. Cllr. Bicker suggested an event with children to discuss facilities at the park. 

ACTION: Clerk to add this to the May Parish Council meeting agenda. 
A Spring Clean litter pick was carried out by members of the Council, the Clerk and Mr Lindquist on Sunday 
14

th
 April, with 10 bags of rubbish filled and disposed of. 

Cllr. Haley asked if the Clerk had heard anything back from Chris Strainge regarding the gate at the allotments 
but the Clerk had not yet received a response.
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15. Finance: 

a) To consider and approve payments due  

Payee Details Amount 

Alexandra Molton Wages and office allowance £647.95 

Ubico Ltd Laurel bushes £1,308.62 

DF Williams Bus shelter window cleaning £15.26 

WODC Emptying dog bins 1/4/18 – 31/3/19 £636.01 

Fishing Bailiff Precept 2019-2020 first payment £75.00 

M Nwanze 
(Defibrillator) 

Precept 2019-2020 first payment £15.00 

St Kenelm’s 
Parochial Church  
Council 

Precept 2019-2020 first payment £1,250.00 

Trustees of Wash 
Meadow 

Precept 2019-2020 first payment £1,000.00 

Minster Lovell 
Playing Field Trust 

Precept 2019-2020 first payment £950.00 

Minster Lovell 
Methodist Church 

Precept 2019-2020 first payment £712.50 

Jean King Replacement defibrillator pads £95.95 

John King Parts to erect new dog litter bin £15.15 

ICO Data protection registration fee £40.00 

Cllr. Alderman proposed signing the cheques as set out in the agenda; seconded by Cllr. Jones and all 
Councillors agreed. 

a) To report payments made with the Council debit card 

Payee Details Amount 

Bunkers Hill Garden 
Shop 

Lime tree  £22.00 

Lisa Tyrell Tree guard £120.00 

Amazon Ink cartridges £22.70 

Giffgaff Clerk phone credit £5.00 

b) Bank reconciliation report for March 2019. 

Cllr. Haley confirmed the bank accounts details for March, which reconcile with the payments made and 
income received. 

 
 

16. To discuss correspondence received: 
The Clerk reported the following correspondence: 
 

- Press release from WODC regarding a rallying call for sports teams of over-55’s to take part in the 
Club Games tournament 2019. 

- A letter from Dot Holloway thanking the Council for agreeing to donate £100 to Volunteer Link-Up. 
- Email from Talking Health who is collecting information about local community groups and how 

members of the public access these. Clerk asked Councillors who know of any local groups to let her 
know so that she can send this information on. 

 
17. Around the Village 

Cllr. Williams reported signs left by Gigaclear on the end of Cotswold Close. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact Gigaclear to ask them to collect these.  

Cllr. Bicker proposed purchasing a snow shovel for John Lindquist to use in inclement weather; Cllr. Stowell 
can provide this as he has a spare. 
Cllr. Alderman has asked for burial ground to be added to the May agenda. 

ACTION: Clerk to add burial ground to the May agenda. 
Mrs Diver has asked whether the Council could look to extend a footpath at the top end of Brize Norton Road 
by the flyover to connect with the bus stop. 

ACTION: Clerk to find the original details of this, which the Council did consider about 2.5 
years ago. 

Cllr. King confirmed that the defibrillator outside the Post Office is now working again. Cllr. Stowell has 
completed the form to register the defibrillator on Wash Meadow with the Ambulance Service.
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Cllr. King recently attended a Hall management committee meeting. They asked about the sound system and 
Cllr. King confirmed that we had been able to make it work. She also raised issues with booking a last minute 
meeting at the hall as when the booking clerk was on holiday we were unable do this. Cllr. King also asked for 
the management committee to obtain quotes for installation of Wi-Fi in St Kenelm’s hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

 
 
Signed………………………………. 
Cllr. David Haley, Chairman 


