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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY 15TH APRIL 2019 AT ST KENELMS HALL AT 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllr. Haley, Cllr. Stowell, Cllr. Bicker, Cllr. Alderman, Cllr. King, Cllr. Williams, Alexandra Molton 
(Clerk). 
 
Twelve parishioners were in attendance. 
 

1. Welcome / Members present and apologies for absence. 

Cllr. Haley welcomed Councillors and Parishioners to the Annual Parish Council meeting.  

Apologies were received from Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Mullins, Dawn Haley from Minster Lovell Methodist Church, 
Lucy Abraham from Baby and Toddler Group, Ms Souch, Headteacher of St Kenelm’s School, Paul Woodley, 
Fishing Bailiff, Vicky Wright from Minster Lovell Playgroup and Brenda Bennett from St Kenelm’s Church. 

 

2. Presentation of long service award for Earl Haig Fund 

Wendy Atkinson attended to present awards to those in the Village who have shown dedicated service to the 
Earl Haig fund. Recipients of the awards were as follows: 

Tonya Balmer – 15 years’ service. Tonya has also been Area Coordinator in the past. 

Nicola Brown – 15 years’ service 

Bridgitte Muller – 15 years’ service 

Keith Wright – 15 years’ service 

Judy Balmer – 59 years’ service 

Nicola Bryant – 15 years’ service (not present at the meeting) 

Mandy Hill – 10 years’ service (not present at the meeting). 

 

All recipients received their certificates and were given a round of applause. Cllr. Haley particularly thanked 
Mrs Balmer for her many years of service on behalf of the Earl Haig Fund and many organisations in the 
Village. 

 

3. To receive reports from: 
 

(a) Chairman’s report  
Cllr. Haley thanked the Parish Councillors and the Clerk for their continued commitment and hard work in the 
Village over the past year.  He also thanked Cllr. Walker, Cllr. Mullins and Cllr. Hill who regularly attend the 
monthly meetings, progress important issues and represent the Village on their respective Councils. 
 
During the year the Council has made comment on 21 planning applications, 2 appeals and 4 reinforcement 
matters and seen the adoption of the Local Plan. A priority has been to object to the planning application for 
126 new Homes on land to the west of the Village. This has included written representation, speaking at West 
Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) planning meetings, seeking the support of District and County 
Councillors and holding a public meeting. The Council has achieved a good S106 settlement for the Village 
and has prioritised the expenditure.  
 
The Council has improved its financial procedures and monitoring during the year following audit 
recommendations. It has spent just over £43,000 which included grants to Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust 
and Trustees of Wash Meadow, which will be re-coupled from S106 monies. The Council ended the year with 
just over £2,000 in the revenue budget, £30,000 in the WODC deposit account and nearly £20,000 in the 
Ripley Avenue Reserve account. 
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Cllr. Haley noted that the Council had co-ordinated a successful and well attended Remembrance Day Service 
to mark the end of the First World War and has subsequently planted a commemoration tree in Wash 
Meadow. Thanks to Daniel Hubber and his father who cut the grass around the war memorial and Mr Warner 
who attends the flower borders. The old war memorial site continues to be well kept, the footpath nearby has 
been designated ‘Jubilee Walk’ and a dog litter bin has recently been installed.   
 
This has been the first year of a 3 year grass cutting contract with Ubico which overall has been successful. 
Areas that have been missed or not cut well enough have been followed up immediately by the Council. Ubico 
has responded quickly to the concerns of residents that the trees and laurels on Ripley Avenue have not been 
cut well enough. The Council has undertaken a full tree survey throughout the village and has commissioned a 
contractor to weed kill throughout the village in May.   
 
The Council continues to manage Ripley Avenue Amenity Area which, in the main, is being well and 
considerately used. Thanks to Mr. King for his regular inspection of the play park with a monthly report to the 
Council and to Mick Ford for his help with maintenance.  
 
The allotments continue to be run and maintained by the Council and Cllr. Bicker carries out a monthly 
inspection. All plots are being used and are generally in good order. Mr. Strainge has provided manure and 
salt for the winter was distributed from the allotment site.  
 
Cllr. Jones remains the Council’s representative on the RAF community liaison committee and attends 
quarterly meetings. The recent meeting provided a lot of interesting information which will be included in a 
future Village News article.  
 
Cllr. Alderman has continued to liaise with the Church of England Diocese about extending the burial ground 
at St. Kenelm’s Church and the provision of a new Village Hall. These items will be discussed by the Council 
over the Summer.  
 
Cllr. King and the Clerk have met with the Emergency Planning Officer from WODC. The Council has agreed 
that it will implement an emergency planning policy for the Village, establish a register of people who could 
benefit from and provide help during an emergency and distribute information to Parishioners.  
 
The Council has also:  

- Undertaken a full review of dog bins and litter bins throughout the village 
- Met with Gigaclear to ensure that remedial action is under taken to repair the grass verges and 

pavements where damage has been caused  

- Supported Cllr. Walker to establish a speed watch campaign in the Village  
- Petitioned Oxfordshire County Council about flooding and standing water on the Brize Norton Road 

outside the Hall  

- Undertaken 2 Village Spring Cleans and cleaned the entrance gates  
 
Cllr. Haley thanked Mrs. Balmer for the range of responsibilities that she undertakes on behalf of many village 
organisations, for which she was nominated by the Council for the High Sheriff’s award.  He also thanked Mr 
Lindquist for his maintenance work around the Village and Mrs. Holloway for her role as the local dog warden 
with monthly reports to the Council. 

 
(b) Gill Hill, District Councillor 

Cllr. Hill attended the Lowlands Planning Committee Meeting in support of the Parish Council’s objections to 
the current plans for planning application 18/03473/RES.  
The Local Plan was signed off this year, which will mean no automatic approval of large developments in the 
area. 
The installation of superfast broadband has taken place in local rural areas which has caused disruption but is 
almost complete. 
A very successful Water Day was held at WODC in October 2018, bringing together Thames Water and the 
Environment Agency to look at water contamination issues in the area. Hopefully this will become an annual 
event. 
The formation of Publica, has been a cost-saving success, combining services for West Oxfordshire District 
Council, Cheltenham Borough Council, Cotswold District Council and Forest of Dean District Council. Staff 
have recently been praised for reaching the finals of a major national awards scheme. 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council tax is still the second lowest in England.
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Facilities have also been provided in the District for short-term emergency housing for those threatened with 
homelessness. A property in Chipping Norton has been converted into five bedroom accommodation with 
shared facilities. The move is designed to prevent residents from being forced to move into bed and breakfast 
accommodation outside of the District while a longer-term property is found. 
 
The Safe Places scheme has launched to support those feeling lost, worried or threatened when out in the 
local area, with over 40 establishments in the District now signed up. The scheme has already launched in 
Witney, Carterton, Burford, Bampton, Woodstock and Eynsham and is currently being rolled out in Chipping 
Norton, with Boots and the Midcounties Coop Pharmacy the first to sign up. 
 
WODC Cabinet has supported a Government business rates relief scheme which will cut retailers’ rates by a 
third provided they have a rateable value of £51,000 or less. It has been estimated that 353 businesses in the 
District would benefit from the discount. 
 
Cllr. Hill has come to the end of her term as District Councillor, is standing again for the next four year term 
and hopes to continue to work on behalf of the Parish Council as their representative at WODC, if she wins the 
election. 

 
(c) Kieran Mullins, District Councillor 

Cllr. Mullins was not present at the meeting but sent a report which was received after the meeting. A copy of 
this is appended to the minutes (Appendix I). 

 
(d) Liam Walker, County Councillor 

Funding has now been finalised for improvements to the A40, including a Park and Ride scheme at Eynsham 
and a bus lane on the A40; Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) is now putting in a bid for additional slip roads 
to be installed and existing ones improved. Speedwatch has taken place in the Village and results for this 
forwarded to the authorities. This adds evidence for a weight limit being imposed for local roads. Potholes are 
still being fixed in the area and Cllr. Walker confirmed that using the app for Fix My Street is the best way to 
report these as a picture can be sent and an exact location identified.  
Cllr. Walker thanked the Parish Council for their support during the year. 
 
Cllr. Williams asked if the results of the Speedwatch campaign show that speeding in the Village is as bad as 
parishioners perceive. Cllr. Walker confirmed that it is not as large a problem as residents think, with most cars 
that were speeding travelling only one or two miles an hour over the limit. Cllr. Bicker felt speeding is worse on 
the Burford Road. Cllr. Walker confirmed that this road has not yet been assessed. Cllr. Haley confirmed that a 
local person needs to come forward to head up the campaign in the Village going forward. 
 
Mrs Balmer asked about standing water outside of St Kenelm’s Hall and Cllr. Walker confirmed that he is 
chasing this up with the relevant Officers at the County Council. 
 
Cllr. Bicker asked where the Park and Ride will start from and Cllr. Walker confirmed it will start at Cuckoo 
Lane, Eynsham.  

 
(e) St Kenelm’s Parochial Church Council 

Cllr. Alderman read out the report from St Kenelm’s Parochial Church Council. 
 
The Precept for 2018/19 was welcomed and was largely spent on grass cutting and maintenance of the grave 
yard walls and old graves. 
 
The Churchyard is looking beautiful in the spring and the Church has received many positive comments about 
it, particularly from those with relatives buried or interred there. 
 
The Church’s Parish Share to the Diocese was £21,500 in 2018 and will be slightly more in 2019. This comes 
from a regular congregation of 20/25 per week which is a challenge. 
 
Work is currently taking place on the North and South aisles; the contractors were slightly late starting the 
work but are now catching up and hope to finish the external work by the end of May. It is an uphill task 
maintaining such an ancient building. 
 
The Church has been without a regular Vicar for the last two years. Cllr. Alderman confirmed that one has now 
been appointed as part of the Witney Diocese.
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The Church has set up a ‘Friends of St Kenelms’ group asking the Village as a whole to help support the 
church but the response to this has been mixed. 
On the whole the Parochial Church Council are trying to be positive and are very grateful for the support 
received from the Parish Council. 

 
(f) Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust 

Cllr. Haley read out the report from the Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust. 
The grant from Minster Lovell Parish Council has enabled the Trustees of Minster Lovell Playing Field Trust to 
complete the installation of the new play park and refurbish the play area. A well-attended opening took place 
in the spring and the play equipment is being used by younger children and their families. A picnic bench and 
litter bin will be installed later in the year. 
 
The on-going maintenance and grass cutting of the site has to take priority. During the year the fir hedge has 
been cut back and a lot of the vegetation at the rear of the site has been removed. The next project for the site 
is to re-dress the tennis court surface and replace the tennis court fencing which is in a bad state of repair. 
Quotes are also being sought to remove the trees on the northern boundary this year. 
 
The Trustees are very grateful to the Parish Council for the annual grant and for their funding of the annual 
play inspection. 
 
Cllr. Bicker asked if it is worthwhile having the tennis courts resurfaced when it could be moved in the future. 
Cllr. Haley agreed that would be sensible to take this into consideration before any decision is made. 

 
(g) Minster Lovell Methodist Church 

A report was received from Dawn Haley, Lay Pastoral Worker and read out by the Clerk. 
 
We would like to thank you for your continued support. 
 
We continue to hold our Sunday services at 11.00, except for the Café Church which is at 4.30pm on 
Advertised Sundays and we hold a United service with St Kenelm’s church four times a year. In April we 
launched our Monthly Spud Lunch which is proving a success. All of these events are advertised in the Village 
News and a welcome is extended to the whole community. 
 
Three times a year the Pre-school come for an activity morning and the parents are served with light 
refreshments when they come to collect the children. 
 
On May 4

th
 we are holding an open morning for residents to discuss the outcome of the Village leaflet 

drop, concerning the proposed development for Community Use.  
 
Age Concern ‘Chatter Box’ will be held in the meeting room on Wednesday when the Village Hall is booked for 
another event. 
 
The meeting room is used throughout the year for a scrapbooking group, meetings by the PCC, the 
Parish Council, the Trustees of Wash Meadow and the Remembrance service planners. 
 
Tables, Urn and water are provided for the Remembrance service refreshments. 
 
We are very fortunate to have a group of people to clean the chapel and grounds, arrange flowers and 
join our fund raising committee. 
 
During the last year we have had slates replaced costing £2118. For health and Safety reasons we have to 
have an Alarm System installed in the toilet and the current estimate is for £478. 
 
We are currently seeking quotations for Stone Masonry work to replace a crumbling wall ledge and to repair 
and replace the damaged Cross from the top of the roof which was blow down in the March storms. 
 
As our financial year ends in September, I will send a copy of the accounts at that time.  
 

(h) Trustees of Wash Meadow 
Cllr. Stowell presented a report on behalf of the Trustees of Wash Meadow. 
 
After the installation of the sewage plant, finances have been depleted to a considerably smaller level. 
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The Precept grant almost pays for the costs of insurance and grass cutting of the Meadow. The Trustees are 
required to have third party insurance due to the river. Thanks for those who collect and dispose of litter.  
The Trustees’ plans for 2019 mainly focus on restoring their finances to a workable level 
 
Mrs Diver asked about the building workers from The Swan who were using the car park. Cllr. Stowell 
confirmed that the Trustees received £100 a week for use of the the car parks. 

 
(i) Paul Woodley, Fishing Bailiff 

 
Two permits have been issued this year. 

 
Mr Woodley reported that we are still getting dogs fouling the bank side that is rather annoying.  
No anglers outside of the Parish have been reported fishing. 
 

4. To receive reports from invited Village organisations: 
 

(j) St Kenelm's Hall Management Committee.  

The vicar of the day and churchwardens are trustees of St Kenelm’s Village Hall. It is managed by a 
committee representing organisations that use the Hall. 

 

Our treasurer and booking clerk is Cynthia Diver and the bank balance was £10,773 in December 2018. We 
employ a cleaner, Lisa Pittick, and have helped St Kenelm’s to pay their quota of £5,000 over the last couple 
of years.  

 

We have spent money on outside repairs and rendering has taken place and we have replastered and 
decorated the storage room. Our next project is the kitchen. 

 

The hall has 13 plus booking per month, some weekly.  

 

Sue Cross is the Secretary and Judy Balmer is the Chairperson. 

 

(k) Minster Lovell Flower & Produce Show.  

This year’s flower Show is on 17
th
 August and will include hints and tips for gardeners. The entrance fee will be 

increased this year. The event has sponsorship from Cooper Construction which finances the show because 
entrant numbers were down last year (probably due to the weather). 

 

(l) Minster Lovell Football Club.  

No report. 

 

(m) Minster Lovell Sports & Social Club.  

No report. 

 

(n) Minster Lovell Cricket Club.  

No report. 

 

(o) The Lighthouse Church.  

No report. 

 

(p) St Kenelm's Primary School.  

No report. 

 

(q) Minster Lovell Playgroup.  

A report was received from Vicky Wright and read out at the meeting by the Clerk. 

 

Minster Lovell Playgroup continues to provide a happy and stimulating environment for the children in the 
village and wider community. 

 

The younger children (the cubs) and the older children (the bears) settle well into the Playgroup routines and 
make good progress which prepares them for school. 

  

Over the last year, we have been encouraging the children to be active with daily running around the school 
field and regular Nature walks in the village. The children really enjoy spotting local landmarks and counting
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any dogs and cats which they encounter. They are also keen to wear their multi coloured hi-vis jackets which 
make them easy to spot! 

 

We have continued to enjoy our visits to the Methodist church where the children have participated 
enthusiastically in the variety of activities kindly provided for them. 

 

Over the year, the children have been developing a Sensory Garden at Playgroup. They love smelling the 
various plants and looking for bugs in our Bug Hotel which a parent kindly helped us to build. They take 
ownership of the area by planting and then tending the plants. They particularly enjoy watering them. 

 

Last term, the children talked about their pets and we had a tarantula and a tortoise visit the setting. We also 
welcomed a vet and her dog. The children enjoyed asking her questions and acted out what they had learnt in 
their Vet role play area. 

 

The links between the Playgroup and St Kenelm’s continue to be strong. The transitions are smooth and it is 
lovely to see the children moving on to school with such confidence. 

 

Over the coming year, we are looking to open Playgroup for three afternoons as well as mornings. We are 
also in the process of raising money to improve our on-site security by replacing our wooden fence with a 
metal one. 

 

(r) Minster Lovell Mother & Toddler Group.  

No report. 

 

(s) Minster Lovell Village Trust.  

Read out by Mrs Donohue, Chair. 

 

The Trust has continued to function well this year, remaining in profit. At the end of 2018 we had £5877.90 in 
our Deposit and Current accounts. St Kenelm’s Church remains the best source of sales. Books are also 
available in the Post Office and WODC’s Witney Bureau. In spite of considerable effort by our Secretary, Sue 
Thomas, we have not been able to re-establish an outlet through the Old Swan. 

 

We have supported two local voluntary organisations. The local library is now in possession of an ‘A’ board to 
help advertise its opening times. Wendy Atkinson has suggested this could also be used by other village 
organisations for promotional work. Health and Safety has required the Playgroup to provide a fire alarm that 
connects with the one in St Kenelm’s School. We have contributed towards the cost of that and it is now in 
place. 

 

We have been approached by St Kenelm’s School Association for help in establishing an outdoor classroom. 
Although in the past the Trust has not considered the school a voluntary organisation, the new committee has 
decided to support some initiatives. However we have not yet received a specific request. 

 

Part of our responsibility is to hold enough money in reserve to reprint the guidebooks. We are approaching 
this time and will need to make a decision in the not too distant future. 

 

(t) Minster Lovell Women's Institute.  
No report.  

 
5. To discuss matters raised by the general public (parish electors only) at the meeting.  

(Before speaking it will be necessary to give your name and address). 
 

Mr Jones from 53 Wenrisc Drive asked about fallen trees in the river on Wash Meadow which have not been 
cleared away. Cllr. Stowell confirmed that those on the bank are the responsibility of the river authority which 
is unlikely to clear these as they are not causing an obstruction or a blockage. The Trustees do not consider 
them a safety issue at the moment and they do not have money to address this but they may look at this again 
next year if they have the finances to do so. 

 
Cllr. Haley thanked those who play a part in local groups and organisations who are active in the Village.  
 
Meeting concluded at 8.28pm. 
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Signed………………………………. 
Cllr. David Haley, Chairman 


