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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY 18TH MARCH 2019 AT ST KENELM’S HALL AT 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllr. Haley, Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Alderman, Cllr. Stowell, Alexandra Molton (Clerk). 
 

1. Welcome / Members present and apologies for absence. 

Cllr. Haley welcomed Councillors and Parishioners to the March Parish Council meeting. 

Apologies: Cllr. King, Cllr. Williams, Cllr. Bicker and Cllr. Hill. 

 

2. Declaration of interest in agenda items. 

As a member of the Methodist Church, Cllr. Haley declared an interest in the planting of the centenary lime 
tree. 

 

3. Parishioner’s Public Participation (for questions and comments on agenda items). 

Mrs Holloway spoke regarding the minutes from the February Parish Council meeting in relation to item 19. 
She was disappointed that the Council had voted not to give a donation to Volunteer Link-Up because they do 
help residents of the Village; she and people she knows have used them. She has also recommended the 
services to other members of the Parish. Cllr. Haley agreed to discuss this under agenda item 19 c). 

Mr Cridland spoke regarding an email he sent to the Clerk last week regarding the covenant for Ripley Avenue 
which he has not yet received a response to. Cllr. Haley agreed to discuss this under agenda item 9. 

 

4. To receive the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 18
th

 February 2019. 

Cllr. Stowell proposed accepting the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting; Cllr. Jones 
seconded and all Councillors voted in favour. 

 

5. To receive the Minutes of the Extra Parish Council Meeting dated 5
th

 March 2019. 

Cllr. Jones proposed accepting the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting; seconded by Cllr. 
Stowell and all Councillors voted in favour except Cllr. Alderman who abstained as he was not present at the 
meeting. 

 

6. To receive an update from District Councillor Gill Hill. 

Not present at the meeting. 

 

7. To receive an update from District Councillor Kieran Mullins. 

Cllr. Mullins gave a reminder of the Oxfordshire Plan 2050, because the consultation for this ends on 25
th
 

March. Parishioners can feedback online at oxfordshireplan.in.consult.uk. 

Community Revenue Grant funding will be considered by West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) this 
week. There are 15 groups under consideration for the funding, including Homestart Witney and My Life: My 
Choice, a self-advocacy group in the local area. 

The WODC budget for 2019/20 was approved on 27
th
 February, which will result in an additional £5 Council 

Tax per month per home for Band D properties. 

Cllr. Haley has spoken with Cllr. Mullins with regards to representing the Council on the planning application 
for 126 homes off of the Burford Road. The Council are expecting the application to go to Planning Committee 
because the Council strongly objected to the revised layout, and Cllr. Mullins agreed to support this any way 
that he can.
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8. To receive an update from County Councillor Liam Walker. 

a) Update on flooding outside of St Kenelm’s Hall: this has now been passed on to the Highways 

team at Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) to look into. 

b) Speed watch has now met twice to check speed of cars travelling through the Village. So far this has 
taken place on the Burford Road, where five out of every six cars was found to be speeding. Details of 
these drivers will be sent to the Police and they will respond to drivers as appropriate, including 
sending a letter. Cllr. Walker is looking for volunteers within the Village to take this on in the future. 
This will be advertised again in the Village News. 

c) New lay-by provision on the forthcoming development is being looked into by a Technical Officer at 
OCC. Cllr. Haley asked how this will be fed back to WODC and Cllr. Walker confirmed that this comes 
under section 278 (road layout/highways/access) so will feed in via this channel. 

The Government have announced £278m for a link road and improvements around Didcot so we should find 
out shortly about funding for improvements to the A40. 

 

9. To review planning applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements* 

a) Lay-by provision at new development; planning application ref: 18/03473/RES. 

The Clerk reported that the Council had received no new planning applications for consideration, but there 
was one decision to report: planning application 19/00097/HHD; 47 Brize Norton Road, which was approved. 

 

Cllr. Haley asked the Clerk if she has been able to locate the details of the S106 agreement for the new 
development on the WODC website and she confirmed that she has not, however she has details on this in an 
email sent from Phil Shaw last year. 

ACTION: Clerk to forward this email to Councillors. 

 

10. Monthly dog fouling report. 

Mrs Holloway reported that the situation has improved this month, helped by the lighter mornings and 
evenings. The Clerk confirmed that the new dog litter bin has been kindly installed at Jubilee Walk by Mr King, 
and is now usable. 

 

11. Allotments report. 

Cllr. Bicker was not present at the meeting so no report was received. Cllr. Haley had recently visited the site 
and had no actions to report. Most allotments were starting to be cultivated for the season. 

 

12. Gigaclear: verge reinstatement. 

The Clerk reported that the contractor has confirmed that they will be attending during April to carry out 
remedial works in the Village following the recent work to install superfast broadband. Grass verges will be 
reshaped before being reseeding. Cllr. Alderman asked for more detailed plans as the Old Village verges need 
repairing. Cllr. Stowell confirmed that Little Minster will be finished soon so this should be looked at also. 

Cllr. Haley asked for members of the Council to meet with the contractors when they come to the Village to 
ensure that the correct work is carried out and to a satisfactory standard. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Gigaclear to ascertain a specific date for the contractors to meet with 
Councillors. 

 

13. Emergency Planning. 

The Clerk confirmed that she and Cllr. King had met with Nathan from OCC regarding an Emergency Plan for 
the Village and he had given them ideas of how to take this forward. Cllr. Haley asked for a proposal to be 
brought to the June meeting for consideration by the Council.
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ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. King to draft a proposal for consideration by the Council. 

 

14. Review of litter bins and Spring clean in the Village. 

Cllr. Haley confirmed that dog litter bins have been dealt with throughout the year by the Council. The Council 
have also carried out an inspection of general litter bins and considered that bins in the Village are sufficient at 
this time. 

The Clerk and Cllr. Walker have agreed to organise a Spring Clean event for the Village on Sunday 14
th
 April, 

3-5pm. Cllr. Jones is unable to attend so offered to clean the Village signs beforehand instead. 

ACTION: Clerk to organise everything needed for the Council to carry out a litter pick; high vis 
jackets, pickers, rubbish bags. Clerk also to advertise the event on noticeboards and the Parish 
Council website. 

 

15. School transport. 

The Clerk has spoken with Cllr. Walker regarding the cost of the public bus for schoolchildren travelling to 
Burford for school compared with the price disparity of the school bus, which was raised at the previous 
Council meeting. Cllr. Walker confirmed that he is not able to do anything to help with this as this is the policy 
of OCC. Cllr. Jones asked him to consider it further and it was agreed that Mrs Jones as Chair of the 
Governors of St Kenelm’s School be asked to write to Cllr. Walker direct, with more detailed information. 

 

16. To review and approve Village News draft. 

Councillors considered this, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk to add in details of the Village Spring Clean and details about Speedwatch, asking 
that volunteers who wish to carry this on contact Cllr. Walker direct. 

 

17. Village maintenance: weedkilling, annual tree inspection, Ripley Avenue Amenity Area and 
grass cutting. 

Cllr. Alderman asked for more detailed maps regarding where exactly the grass cutting needs to take place as 
he does not feel that the work is being completed properly in the lower Village. 

The Council felt the Ubico were overall doing satisfactory work cutting the grass in the Village so they agreed 
for the grass cutting contract to continue for its second year of the contract with a reminder of exactly where to 
be cut sent to Ubico. 

ACTION: Clerk to forward Cllr. Alderman and Ubico maps of the grass cutting areas. 

Councillors asked the Clerk to obtain quotes for weedkilling in the Village, using the previous specification for 
tendering. 

ACTION: Clerk to bring quotes to the April meeting for consideration. 

The Council asked the Clerk to check that an annual inspection of trees is required to take place and if so to 
obtain quotes. 

ACTION: Clerk to check this. 

Clerk to arrange to meet Ubico on site regarding Ripley Avenue Amenity Area work to check the work being 
carried out in comparison to the contract letter. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Ubico to arrange a date for this. 

Cllr. Haley asked for the Council to look at the issues which have arisen regarding planting the Remembrance 
Tree at this point in the meeting. The Clerk received a letter from the Methodist Church regarding the planned 
lime tree planting outside of the Methodist Church, asking for the Council to reconsider the location of the tree. 
Cllr. Haley asked for the Council to respond to this letter. Cllr. Jones confirmed that there is space on Wash 
Meadow for a tree if the Trustees agree; Cllr. Stowell suggested Ripley Avenue but Cllr. Jones felt it was more 
likely to incur damage from vandalism. Cllr. Stowell also suggested him and Cllr. Alderman (as Trustees of 
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Wash Meadow) would consider the space at Wash Meadow and let the Clerk know in the next couple of days 
whether this would be permitted. Cllr. Stowell will collect the tree on Friday and buy a stake and rubber ties for 
the planting. Clerk confirmed the tree guard has been purchased and she will bring this to the planting. The 
Council agreed to plant the tree on Saturday as previously agreed. 

 

18.  Matters and actions arising from the previous meeting which are not covered by other agenda 
items: 

a) To review Action Log. 

Clerk reported an update on these (action log attached). 

b) To receive Ripley Avenue play park inspection. 

Clerk has no update on this but will ask Cllr. King for a written report. 

The Council discussed the covenant on the land at Ripley Avenue and whether this would allow for the 
building of a path through Ripley Avenue to link the new estate and the current facilities of the Village. Mr 
Cridland (Parishioner) suggested that it was a condition of the planning application that a connection had to be 
made into the Village. Mr Cridland will forward the Clerk further details of this. Cllr. Haley asked Cllr. Mullins if 
he knew of any Legal Officers at WODC who might be able to offer some advice on the details of the covenant 
for Ripley Avenue Amenity Area; Cllr. Mullins agreed to try and identify an appropriate person. 

ACTION: Clerk to forward to Cllr. Mullins the covenant on Ripley Avenue Amenity Area to see if he 
is is able to obtain any advice from legal experts at WODC. Clerk to also send Cllr. Mullins details 
of the info from Mr Cridland regarding details of the addition of a path as part of the planning 
permission for the new estate. 

 

19. Finance: 

a) To consider and approve payments due  

Payee Details Amount 

Alexandra Molton 
 

Wages and office allowance 
Holiday pay (26 hours @ £12.39 per hour) 
Travel to Wantage for course on QGIS 
Total 

£637.33 
£322.40 
£4.10 
£963.83 

DF Williams Bus shelter window cleaning £22.88 
 

OALC Annual subscription £275.23 

Citizens Advice 
Bureau (Witney) 

Financial donation £100.00 

OALC Risk assessment training £54.00 

Cllr. Stowell proposed signing the cheques as set out in the agenda, seconded by Cllr. Alderman and 
agreed by all Councillors. 

b) To report payments made with the Council debit card 

Payee Details Amount 

Wix.com Website hosting renewal £40.47 

Tesco Stamps £21.96 

Amazon Cash manuscript book £6.15 

c) Bank reconciliation report for February 2019. 

Cllr. Haley confirmed the bank account details for February. Clerk confirmed that all cheques have been 
cashed. Cllr. Haley asked the Clerk to provide a cover sheet for all card expenditure. 

ACTION: Clerk to provide a front sheet for all card expenditure to confirm these for the month and 
keep these together. 

Following Mrs Holloway’s comments at the beginning of the meeting, Cllr. Haley asked if the Council 
wanted to give a donation to Volunteer Link-Up and Cllr. Stowell suggested that the Council should 
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provide the same donation to them as they did to Citizens Advice Bureau; seconded by Cllr. Jones and all 
Councillors voted in favour. 

 

20. To discuss correspondence received. 

Clerk reported the following correspondence: 

 

- Letter received from a resident regarding rubbish being tipped into the field next to the allotments and 
asking for the Clerk to contact the house concerned to ask them to stop. The Council confirmed that 
this is a matter for the farmer to address. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact the farmer to advise of the rubbish and to ask him to close the gate in 
the field as this was likely to have been the access route for the burglaries from behind houses in 
Brize Norton Road. 

- The Cotswold Conservation board have now published their new Management Plan and a copy was 
sent to the Clerk for reference. 

- Oxfordshire's Citizen Science WaterBlitz is taking place 26-29
th
 April this year. The event involves 

volunteers carrying out quick and easy to use tests for phosphates and nitrates in local ponds, lakes, 
ditches, springs, streams and rivers. 

- Calor gas have launched their rural funding scheme. Organisations can be awarded between £1,000 
and £5,000 for community projects. Cllr. Stowell asked the Clerk to keep the details of the scheme for 
a future project. 

 

21. ‘Around the Village’ – matters not covered by other agenda items that need addressing or 
noting 

Cllr. Alderman confirmed that granite sets have now completely fallen out of the Causeway. Cllr. Stowell 
suggested that the road is due to be resurfaced shortly. 

ACTION: Clerk to check that both works will take place at the same time. 

Cllr. Alderman asked the Clerk to write to The Swan to ask their contractors to reinstate the grass verges as 
the building work has now finished. 

ACTION: Clerk to write to The Swan. 

Cllr. Alderman confirmed that he has now heard back from the Diocese who has confirmed that the Parish 
Council would have to buy the land for a new graveyard at St Kenelm’s Church without a preferential rate. The 
Diocese will not release the land where the Village Hall is situated for the Parish Council to build a potential 
new hall with S106 monies from the new development. 

ACTION: Clerk to add the burial ground on to the agenda for the May Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr. Jones advised that the white lines on the Brize Norton Road have still not been repainted. Clerk 
confirmed that she has reported this to OCC. 

 

 
Signed:  

 Cllr. David Haley (Chairman) 

 
 

 
 
 


