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Roller, Vertical, Panel, Perfect Fit,
Pleated, Venetian, Woodslat,
Woodweave, Pinoleum, Roman,
Curtains, Shutters, Awning, Canopy

For a free, no-obligation quotation,
please call:

01993 608002
01865 389003
email: info@bellasinteriors.co.uk
www.bellasinteriors.co.uk

Where quality and customer satisfaction count
Family run business with over 30 years experience

CONSERVATORY BLIND SPECIALISTS

Quality blinds, shutters and window coverings
measured and fitted by experts.

DELIVERED

FREE
TO EVERY HOUSE

& BUSINESS
in Minster Lovell
(where possible).

Copies available locally
Spar, P.O. White Hart etc.

and even beyond the 
village, Witney, Carterton.
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MINSTER LOVELL
METHODIST CHURCH

Minister: Rev Melanie Reed 
56 Cherry Tree Way, Madely Park OX28 1AJ

Tel: 01993 709874 (office) 703178 (home)
Lay Pastoral Worker: Mrs Dawn Haley

85 Brize Norton Rd. Minster Lovell. Tel: 775675
email: reverendmelaniereed@gmail.com
We are there for you, and welcome you

to join us when ever you are able to.
Sunday worship 11.00 am.  Welcome Circle 2nd Wednesday of each month 2.00pm.

There is a prayer box in the porch for your confidential prayer requests.
For confidential listening support, or if you are lonely and would just like someone to visit, tel: 01993 775675

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
HARVEST SUPPER  We are holding our Harvest Supper in St Kenelm’s Village Hall on
Saturday 6 October, 6.30pm for 7.00pm. A Ploughman’s Supper will be served, followed
by Puddings, Cheese & Coffee. Cost £7.00pp. Children under 12 are free. Bring your own
wine etc. There will be a Tombola. All very welcome and we look forward to seeing you.
For more information/tickets contact: Judy Balmer 771457 or Cynthia Diver 775567

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING Mince Pies and Cakes – Saturday 1 December
at 10.30am in St Kenelm’s Hall. Big Xmas Raffle plus Tombola

Future Services You are very welcome to join us at any of our services or events. 
Sunday services (unless stated otherwise) are 9.15am and followed by tea and coffee.

Wednesday 3 October - Holy Communion at 10.00am
Sunday 7 October – Harvest Festival Service - Holy Communion at 9.15am

Sunday 14 October - Holy Communion at 9.15am  Sunday 21 October – Holy Communion at 9.15am
Sunday 28 October - Holy Communion at 9.15am Warmest Wishes from St Kenelm’s Church

CAFÉ CHURCH 4.30 PM UNITED SERVICES WITH ST. KENELM’S
Next is Oct 7 then Dec 8         The next United Service is Dec 2nd at 11.00 am.
Please see our Notice Board for future Coffee Mornings and other events.

Dawn Haley 01993 775675

Support Your Minster Lovell Playgroup!   details on 01993 705645
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NEWSLETTER from Graham Kew and Minster Lovell History Club

A New Season of Speaker’s evenings is just about to start, starting with everyone’s
favourite Martin Way on Monday 24th September, 7 for 7.30 with the talk “The
Medieval Bowman”.  However by the time this appears in the Village News, he will
have shot his arrows and made a swift retreat to his home in Alvescot!

But fear not, we have some amazing speakers to follow Martin and the details are
scheduled below. If you are looking for some local flavour Tom Smith’s son, Stuart
Smith, has offered to fill in our empty slot for February 2019, to talk about Churchill’s
Secret Army and Coleshill. This resulted from a visit from his local History Club’s visit
to Minster Lovell in September, finishing up at the Minster Lovell Museum for a cup
of tea and to experience visiting the smallest museum in the county.

For all those readers of the Village News who have not visited the Museum, time is
running out! 2019 will herald the opening of a Visitor Centre in St Kenelm’s Church,
using the North Transept. The Centre will have Disabled Access, toilet facility and kitchen.

At long last, the story of Minster Lovell will be told in pictures, artefacts, old photos
and much more. It will span 5,000 years from the Iron Age through the medieval
period of Francis Lovell and finish with Charterville, once thought to be a lost cause
and now the flourishing centre of the village, with its prize-winning Spar shop, Post
Office, village pub and well-used village hall.

The new Visitor Centre will give more people the chance to become involved in
volunteer work, tour guiding the Ruins and St Kenelm’s Church and arranging events
and much more. A very exciting time for us all!

The History Club will continue its new season with an admission only policy which
will be reviewed next autumn. The main thing is that everyone enjoys an evening out,
meets up with friends and makes new acquaintances, takes a gamble on the fabulous
raffle prizes, settles down with a smooth cup of coffee and is entertained by the Speaker.

We were unable to organise a Summer tour but did put up a fundraising stand at two
village events in August, both of which were hit by substantial rainfall. So much so
that we didn’t need to fill the Hook a Duck pool, the rain did it for us!  Nevertheless,
the £18.00 raised was swiftly despatched to Barclays.

Please come along and join us. We have several new photographs in our possession
of school classes in Minster Lovell and would like to give names to the people in them.

Minster Lovell History Club Talks - New Season 2018/19 All welcome. No Membership
fee. Refreshments and gossip! 7-9 pm St Kenelm’s Hall, Minster Lovell. £3.00 at the door.

September 24th: Martin Way “The Medieval Archer” Agincourt etc

October 22nd: Stanley Jenkins “Witney, Old Photographs Part II”

November 26th: John Lindquist “Vietnam Veterans Part II

December Christmas Party (date and venue not decided)

January 28th 2019: Bill King “Women in World War II” 

February 25th – Stuart Smith “Churchill’s Secret Army”

March 25th: Liz Woolley “Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War 1936-39

April 23rd: Sharon Williams “The Wychwood Project”
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Happy 50th Birthday •  ST KENELM’S SCHOOL
On the 6th September 1968, St Kenelm’s School first opened its doors.

Did you attend the School then?
Do you have any photographs of the School from back then?

We’d love to hear from you, so we can show the children the history of our school.
Contact 01993 775394 – Email: office.3125@st-kenelms.oxon.sch.uk

Poppy Appeal 2018 The 2018 Poppy Appeal runs from Thursday
25th October until Sunday 11th November. Boxes will be available in
many of our local establishments and there will be a house to house
collection throughout the village. This year sees the end of the
centenary of WW1 and there will be Special Centenary pins with a
suggested donation of £2, alongside the usual pins, bracelets,crosses,
car poppies and paper and fabric poppies. If you are able to spare a
little time to collect in one of our streets, or if you need any information 

please contact me, Wendy Atkinson, on 776059 •  Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser 

Nostalgia. Minster Lovell – Years Gone By. Oct 12 1850. Fairly obvious where! Ed’s collection 

MINSTER LOVELL SPORTS & RECREATION CLUB
BEER FESTIVAL 2018

The committee would like to thank all villagers
and also all who attended the Beer Festival on
Sunday 26th August 2018.  We still managed to
make a profit even though it was a very wet day 
– the support we received was overwhelming, 
people turned up with umbrellas and gazebos 
and really enjoyed the day/evening.

Many thanks to all those who donated raffle
prizes or sponsored the beer barrels on the day.

All raffle prizes have been collected, however,
the Children's Duck Race 3rd Prize which was
won by MIKE BARRINGTON, is still awaiting 
collection. Please contact Sue Cross  07749654503.

WANTED! Bar Staff Summer months Apr-Sept 2019
Thursday 7.30pm-11.30pm & Saturday/Sunday
3.00pm-7.00pm Contact: Sue Cross 07749654503.Next Issue Deadline 18 NOV
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MINSTER LOVELL FLOWER
& PRODUCE SHOW

Well done everyone who supported the

afternoon and made it a lovely Show.

Tips for your Garden

• Now is the time to start tidying up
• your shrubs. 
• Once dahlias have finished flowering
• they need to be dug up and stored in
• a dry place (many people leave them
• until the first frost).
• Rake or scarify your lawn before its
• final cut (not too short). Use autumn
• feed and then re-seed those bare
• patches!

Date for your diary
Flower Show - Saturday 17th August.

AGM & Open Evening TBA.

Happy Gardening
Anne, Judy, Margaret & Rosemary Committee Members

Boarding Cattery
Cats Conkers

Minster Lovell

Lynn Rogers

www.catsconkers.co.uk
contact@catsconkers.co.uk

113 Brize Norton Road OX29 0SQ
Phone: 01993 776080
Mobile: 07917 197401

MINSTER LOVELL SPORTS & RECREATION CLUB
Idyllic Surroundings • Car Parking • Bar Facility   Open to all Minster Lovell residents and their guests.
Available to hire Enquiries contact: Sue Cross 01993 774631 or email: susanacross@gmail.com

Your Member of Parliament –  Robert Courts MP
His website and his latest newsletter can be found at www.robertcourts.co.uk/home
Telephone: 0207 219 5638  email: robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Robert Courts MP, House of Commons SW1A 0AA

THE VILLAGE LIBRARY
Date for rest of this year:
Tuesdays 2.00 – 4.00pm 

October 9th, 23rd
November 6th, 20th
December 4th, 18th

Wendy Atkinson

Age UK Oxfordshire
COFFEE MORNING

in the Village Hall
17 October & 21 November

10.00 am to 12.00 pm
Contact: Sian Whitlock

07827 235448

WITNEY MUSIC SOCIETY New Season Info 01993 702296
Carducci Quartet 12 Oct 7.30pm • Giacomo Susani
9 Nov 7.30pm Both concerts High St Methodist Church Witney
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POST OFFICE & STORES
MINSTER LOVELL TEL 01993 775355

68 BRIZE NORTON ROAD • MINSTER LOVELL • OX29 0SG

Off Licence • Post Office 
Minster Lovell Village Postcards  •  Greeting Cards

MON–SAT 9.00am – 9.00pm 
& SUN 10.00am – 9.00pm

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSING
PRE-ORDER TRAVEL MONEY – ON DEMAND TRAVEL MONEY - EUROS

TRAVEL INSURANCE REFERRAL  • PHOTO BOOTH 
LARGE FREE CAR PARK

PERSONAL BANKING:
Santander
Lloyds TSB • Barclays Bank
Cahoot • Smile

WE CAN RECHARGE ELECTRIC KEY & GAS QUANTUM CARDS
LINK CASH POINT MACHINE ALSO AVAILABLE

Now Open longer and most services available

Advertise in Village News
e: jnigel26@googlemail.com
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The Oxfordshire
Traditional
Restaurant

AWARDS 2015

WINNER
Best

Traditional
Pub

The White Hart
Minster Lovell
01993 778629

PROPER PUB – OPEN ALL DAY

Lunch : 12.00 – 2.00 pm
Dinner:  6.00 – 8.00 pm

thewhitehartminster@outlook.com

Give us
a call,
or 
better
still
why
not just
drop
in!
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Minster Lovell Parish Council 

Schools have returned; the nights are drawing in – autumn is certainly on its
way! We hope you all enjoyed a relaxing summer break and feel refreshed.
Some of you may even be organised enough to be thinking ahead to
Christmas!

Planning

The Council is still finalising plans for section 106 monies resulting from the
development off of the Burford Road. We are liaising with West Oxfordshire
District Council to keep up to date with plans for the development and will
keep the Village informed about any significant new progress on this. The
next step will be for the developers to submit design plans for the site.   

West Oxfordshire District Council’s Local Plan to 2031 has been accepted
by the Government’s Planning Inspectorate and will be presented to
Councillors for formal adoption at a special meeting on Thursday 27
September.  

The Local Plan sets out how the District can achieve economic growth and
a housing target of 15,950 new homes, although some have already been
built as the Plan covers the period from 2011 to 2031.  

It identifies the most suitable sites for new housing and what accompanying
infrastructure, such as road improvements, new schools and play facilities,

Minster Lovell
Councillors: Mr David Haley (Chairman), Mr Colin Alderman, Mrs Sue Bicker,
Mr Chris Jones, Mrs Jean King, Ms Ann Williams & Mr Jonathan Stowell.
District Councillors: Miss Gill Hill & Mr Kieran Mullins.
County Councillor: Mr Liam Walker.

USEFUL NUMBERS: 

Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks – Electricity Outages – 105
Report highway problems – www.fixmystreet.com
West Oxfordshire District Council, Main Reception – 01993 861000
Missed waste collection – 01993 861025
Thames Water – Leakline – 0800 714614
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is needed to achieve the greatest benefits for the new development and,
wherever possible, a wider area. 

Dog litter 

Unfortunately this remains a problem in the Village, and seems to increase
at this time of the year as mornings and evenings are darker. The Council
would like to remind all dog owners to pick up after their dogs and make use
of the dog litter bins throughout the Village as the weather changes. A new
dog litter bin will be erected at the junction of Wenrisc Drive and O’Conner’s
Road shortly and the broken bin in Ripley Avenue will be repaired.   

Ripley Avenue update

Following receipt of the annual inspection of the play park, the Council
will be monitoring the park for signs of wear as the weather deteriorates
and replacing and repairing sections as appropriate. There has been some
vandalism over the summer to both the play park and goal nets which the
Council is repairing at additional cost. We ask that any damage is
immediately reported to the Clerk so that it can be rectified. The Council
will discuss the timetable for refurbishing the play park at the next
meeting.

Drylands Road – Parking Issues

The Council has received reports and photographs of residents and visitors
in Drylands Road parking on grass verges and pavements which is causing
damage to the ground and curb sets in the area. There has also been
reports of cars speeding in the area. Given that this is a route to school for
many young children this is particularly concerning. The Police have been
informed about the problem and will attend to monitor. Please ensure you
are driving and parking safely and considering other residents throughout
the Village.

Parish Council
Parish Clerk: Alexandra Molton, 111 Walker Drive, Faringdon, 

Oxfordshire SN7 7FY
Email: info@minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk   Tel: 07712 705865.   
Website: www.minsterlovell-pc.gov.uk
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Remembrance Service 2018

This year the annual Remembrance Service will be held on Sunday 11th
November at 10.30am at the war memorial. Refreshments will be available
after the service. Parish Churches, Councillors and residents are invited to
attend to pay their respects to those lost in conflict. As part of the centenary
of World War One, Oxfordshire County Council has offered Parish Councils 
a tree sapling and commemorative plaque for installation in the Village.
This will be planted in early winter and the Council would welcome any
suggestions of where best to site this. 

News in Brief:

• The Council has ordered salt from Oxfordshire County Council and will
• advise of the arrangements for collection on the notice boards. The salt
• bins around the Village will be filled.  

• West Oxfordshire District Council are holding a ‘Water Day’ on 4th
• October for local Councils, Thames Water and the Environment Agency
• to discuss issues of pollution and flooding of the River Windrush. The
• Council will provide an update on this in the next edition of the Village
• News. 

• The government has announced the preferred route for the Oxford-
• Cambridge Expressway and Oxfordshire County Council have responded
• to this. Details of the route can be found online at
• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/route-announcedto-unlock-full-
• potential-of-englands-economic-heartland. 

• Broadband delivery is now taking place in the Curbridge cabinet area,
• which includes Minster Lovell. Work is due to last until March 2019.
• More information about the rollout can be found online at
• www.gigaclear.com/connectingwest oxfordshire. 

Future meeting dates:

• 15th October 2018, 7.30 pm at St Kenelm’s Hall 

• 19th November 2018, 7.30 pm at St Kenelm’s Hall 

• 17th December 2018, 7.30 pm at St Kenelm’s Hall (followed by a
• Christmas reception at The White Hart pub). 

Also a reminder that all Extra Parish Council meetings, which can sometimes
be called at short notice, are advertised on our website and agendas will be
posted on the Village noticeboards. 

Alexandra Molton Parish Clerk
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MINSTER LOVELL VILLAGE TRUST
The Trust exists to manage the sale of
the Village Guide books. All profits are

available to local voluntary organisations
for any projects being planned.

For further advice or if we can contribute
towards a project for your organisation

please send your application to our new Secretary

Mrs Sue Thomas
suethomas120752@gmail.com

Christine Donohue (Chair)

Thinking of starting your own business ?
Is your year end reporting a surprise ?
Do you need help with :

Bookkeeping, Payroll, VAT, CIS,
Company secretarial, Management reports,
Year end accounts & taxation ?

Do you have rental properties ?
Are you in control of your Income Tax,

National Insurance, Capital Gains and 
Inheritance Tax Liabilities ?

Thinking of retiring or selling your business ?

We Can Help
For all your Accountancy & Taxation Requirements

For a Free Consultation
Contact us either by email or phone
mail@crescentaccountancy.com

Office: 01993 213784
Mobile: 07887 710435

Crescent Accountancy Solutions Limited
17 Black Bourton Road, Carterton OX18 3HQ

BAG IT!
BIN IT!
It is not
difficult!

Ever wondered what ‘WI’ is all about?
The WI is for ALL women of ALL ages
We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month at 
St Kenelm’s Hall, Minster Lovell starting at 7.30 pm

D I G
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QUALITY OAK & PINE & BEDS
Minster Lovell, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 0SG

01993 86499940% SALE NOW ON!

Come and
browse now

homelyfurniture2go.co.uk
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Where quality Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms cost less.

With our help at Powell’s Design, choosing a kitchen has never
been easier. We have extensive displays in our showrooms and
offer a free professional planning and design service from our
qualified Home Economist and an expert fitting service if
required.
Stockists of Neff • Bosch • Smeg • Britannia appliances.

At Powell’s Design we plan and install period style and contem-
porary bathrooms including whirlpool bath systems and power
showers, all at competitive prices. We not only design your ideal
bathroom, our services can also include any required alterations
to plumbing, tiling and electrical work. Stockists of Laufen • Matki •
Ideal Standard • Grove  &  many more exclusive products.

POWELL’S DESIGN
147 Cowley Rd • Oxford.

Tel
(01865) 251179

COWLEY ROAD             TOWN CENTRE ➤

POWELL’S
DESIGN

G. HILL & SONS Ltd
Road construction & surfacing,
driveway & forecourt surfacing.

FREE ESTIMATES

Approved contractors to
local authority

Tel: 01993 775568
Fax: 01993 778848

Mobile: 07860 531958/07860 386352
Email: gordonhill.sons@btopenworld.com

www.ghillandsons.co.uk
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CHARTERVILLE FELT ROOFING
FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL FELT ROOFING
THE SPECIALISTS!
A PERSONAL & PROMPT SERVICE
• 10 YEAR GUARANTEE ON HIGH PERFORMANCE FELT SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATES

• COMPETITIVE PRICES

• QUALITY WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

WITNEY (01993) 775291
25 CHARTERVILLE CLOSE, MINSTER LOVELL, OXON

OVER 26 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

MINSTER LOVELL
BABY AND TODDLERS

Every FRIDAY morning 10.00 am - 11.30 am
St Kenelm’s Hall – NB: Term Time Only!
‘Everyone’ is welcome. £2.50 includes snack
contact: Lucy Abraham lucykneale@icloud.com

ST KENELM’S HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

HIRE OF HALL – tel 01993 775567
£8 p/hr before 6.00pm £12 p/hrafter 6.00pm

£50.00 + Deposit for Evening Parties

contact Secretary: Mrs Cynthia Diver

MINSTER LOVELL PLAYGROUP
Please put your name down to reserve your place

Every weekday from 9am  12 noon for children aged 2 – 5 years
For more information or to arrange an informal visit

please ring Vicki Wright on 01993 705645

Fuelling your community

www.watsonfuels.co.uk

Home heating oil
Fuels for Agriculture and industry

Monthly payment scheme
Boiler servicing

Brize Norton

01993 851122
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Mac’s Garage
(Witney) Ltd.

Burford Road, Witney, Oxon OX29 0RB
Telephone 01993 772136 Fax 01993 700821

M.O.T. Testing

All Makes Service & Repairs
Vehicle Diagnostics

Air Conditioning

ACCIDENT REPAIR
CENTRE BODYWORK

R & J AUTOCARE
(ROD STRACHAN)

Insurance Work Undertaken
Car Body Refurbishing Specialists

Resprays
Valeting & Car Sales

Free Estimates

UNIT 1, CARTERTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
BLACK BOURTON RD,   Tel (01993) 845480
CARTERTON, OXON. Fax (01993) 775126

Email: macs.garage@utdsl.com

ALL REPAIRS and SERVICING
on PETROL and DIESEL VEHICLES and

LIGHT COMMERCIALS
...............................

MOT PREPARATION
.................................................

TYRES BATTERIES and EXHAUSTS
SUPPLIED and FITTED

...............................................
LOCAL COLLECTION and DELIVERY

........................................
CLASSIC RESTORATION WORK

.................................
CAR and VAN SALES

BUSHEY GROUND • MINSTER LOVELL

G. R. Shirley
MOTOR ENGINEER

TEL: Witney
(01993) 775644

The Village News find it in local SPAR • Post Office • Inns • and places in Witney to Carterton

T/A BRIZE SELF DRIVE

CAR & VAN HIRE
Cars, MPV,  
Vans, Minibus & Trucks
Hiring throughout Oxfordshire & Wiltshire
Local, Family run business - Open 7 Days

Witney - 01993 840433 • Carterton - 01993 843999
Mobile - 07889 798909            www.jsvehiclerental.co.uk
info@jsvehiclerental.co.uk       Ventura Park, Broadshires Way, Carterton, Oxford OX18 1AD



MINSTER LOVELL

Come and see our brand new, refurbished store.

Services Include: Lottery  • Paypoint  • ATM  • Calor Gas

Dry Cleaning • Collect Plus • Off Licence • Cuisine De France

Jacks Beans Coffee  • Fresh Fruit & Veg  • Fresh Meat

Instore Bakery  • Newspaper Delivery  • Frozen Foods

Cards & Stationery

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday – 6am until 8:30pm

Saturday – 6am until 7:30pm  • Sunday – 7am until 8pm

Find us on Facebook: SparMinsterLovell

Telephone: (01993) 775402  —  Fax: (01993) 775402



NEED A
SKIP?

01993 775571
Skip to

B&E
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor, nor anyone connected with the production of the Village News.

The editor reserves the right to edit, amend or omit where and if necessary. ALL matter is printed in good faith.

DEADLINE DEC/JAN Village News 18 NOV email jnigel26@googlemail.com

Fishing in Minster Lovell To fish at Wash Meadow is available only to residents of Minster Lovell and who must hold

a permit. If you wish to obtain a permit contact the Fishing Bailiff – Mr Paul Woodley in the village on 01993 704137

AALLLL SSKKIIPP SSIIZZEESSAAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

for your
Skip-Hire


